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FOREWORD

The history of our county has been preserved in re-
cords of various sorts for over a hundred years. Some
few family histories are fairly complete. 80 far as we
know, there is no record save in: the office of recorder
of deeds of the individuel farms and no records of the
homes except on the section maps.

We believe that the homes of a community take the
lead in establishing a tradition worthy of respect. We
believe that we must consciously strive to retain that
indefinable spiritual thing which we know as community
life.
‘ With thie in mind, we have tried to find out and set
down as accurately as possible what facts we have been
able to gather together;as entertainingly as possible
the 0ld tales we have heard told.

It ig our hope that in the-history of houses, the
incidents; the.character sketches, we have reflected
simply and honestly the background of tradition for

this community.

THE SLUSHER HOMEMAKERS.
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“As long as there are homes to which men .turn
At close of day;

So long as taere are homes where children are,
Where woumen stay,

If love and loysalty and faith be found

Across those sills,

A stricken nation can recover from its gravest ills
So long as there are homes where lamps are 1lit,
“nd prayers are said,

Although a people falter throughf the dark,

And nations grepe,

With God himself back of those little houes

We have some hope.®

==Grace Nowell Crowell
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THE OLD HOME PLAGES

Each man's chimney 1s his golden milestone.

It is the central point from which he measures
Every distance .

Through the gateways of the world around him,

Happy he whom neither wealth nor fashion

Nor the march of the encroaching city
Drives in exile

From the hearth of his ancestral homestead.

We may build more splendid habitations,
Fill our rooms with paintings and with sculptures,
But we cannot

Buy with gold the a@ld assoclations.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.
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TABO

Whether it was Terre Bonne from the early French ex-
plorers, Terre Beau, cormupted by the Indians, or Tabo in the
beginning will remain forever a matter for speculation. But
whatever it was culled it had to be crossed. There are no
rocks near enought tone surface ¢f this deep wind-blown loess

2 80il to crop out and make a tford. So man's ingenuity has been
43 taxed. As early as 1822 Adam Lightner received a license to
o Operate a feery across Tabo on what was to becoume the Santa

Fe Trail. He paid two dollars for the license. He was all-
owed to cuarge for each passenger, horse¢, or cow, three cents;
each hog or sheep, two cents; cart or cfrriage, twenty five cents;
pe wagon and team, thirty seven and one h:'Lf cents.
2 It was told me by grandmother Garr that there was later a
bridge across Tabo, but that just before the Gold Rush days
of forty nine it had been washed out. Her father Thomas Slusher
operated a ferry during the days when great caravans of prairie
schooners passed this way. 6
The boat was fasteded by a rope securea to a pst and was
¥ drawn by hand or horse power across the st reamn.
3 When Mrs. Nin lcFadin was just a child,( she was Nannie Young,
2 daughter of Evan Young), she moved with her parents frow ¥The
2 Prairies® in Saline county to Lafayette. Among the household
i goods was Biddy, her red hen, in a band box, sitting upon her
L egga. Wnen she felt tihe uncertain wovement of the ferry boat
; she raised her head to investigate. She was terrified at the
i“ Bight of the water. She flew off with a great cackling and was
ﬁ . drowned. It took the combined sympatlly of boatman and parents
b to comfort 1little Nanny in her loss. '
P Bhortly after forty nine another bridge was built. This
was burned by the Federal saldiers during the war., It was re- "
pPlaced by the county in 1867. Mr.LJdhg Wernwag was the builder
} * On November 17, 1927, high waters took the old covered
fa bridge.
December 14 a temporary bridge had been cpnstructed.
This was desitroyed by an ice jam January 22, 1920 % Within a
few days a suspension plank spanned the stream, over which the
postman and other intrepid foot passengers could teeter and
swagy their way across. gnother temporary bridge was ready by
- March 27, 1In the meantime the plans for Federal Highwzy 24 were
under way anqgork_on a permanent bridge was begun. July Bxuufgﬁl%/L
present concrete bridge was coupleted. There followed grading
and filling of the road bed and on July 6, 1932, tiie new high-
way was coupleted. ' '
_ The accoumpanying photograpihs of the 0ld covered bridge show
it as it was xnown and loved for a long time.
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HIGH WATERS TAKE BRIDGE
HISTORIC LANDMARK YIELDS TO SWOLLEN WATERS
LAST OF COVERED BRIDGES IN THIS COUNTY
BUILT IN 1867

Nov.|?, 1927.-—- Heavy rains over a period of several days
ralsed historic Tabo bridge off its foundation about six
o'clokk this morning. '

People living near by heard a thunderous crash and roar

and looked out just in time to see the whole structure
collapse and float away, lodging on the bank a short dis-
tance away. ! '

It has been known for some time that the bridge was
not in a condition to withstand heavy waters. The heavy
rains of the last few days, followed by a torrent in the
early morning hours, brought a heavy current of swift waters
over the bridge. ’

A bridge has spanned Tabo Creek at this point on the
Santa Fe Trail for over seventy five years. Some time be-
fore the Gold Rush of "49, another bridge bad been washed
away. Dufting these days, traine . of prairie schooners
were ferried across the creek at thés Bpot. The present
bridge was built in 1867 by Mr.lduis Wernwag to take the
Place of the one burned by the soldiers during the Civil
War. In the earlier days, bridges of considerable size were
built with roof and sidewalls to protect them from the
weather. Tabo was the last remaining covered bridge for
miles around and was a landmark that will be missed by many
people. Its days were numbered, however, for plans for
the new federal highway are well under way. The county en-
gineer, Hugh Rogers, is already making plans for the con-
struction of a tewmporary bridge until the new one is ready.

(The above news item was written in 1932,
a8 an exercise 1in reporting in Freshman
Englieh at Dover High School. It was writ—
ten by Virginia Lee Slusher.)
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THE COVERED BRIDGE

Bome part of 1life becomes oblivion;

Bomething whose roote lie deep beneath the heart
Of simple folk is lost, as one by one

These pioneers of other days depart,

Only the country folk, whose careless tread
Endears a dusty road, can ever know

The peaceful, clattering joy of rude planks spread
Above a drowsy creek that gleams below.

Here was a refuge from the sudden showers

That swept, like moving music, field and wood,
And here cool, tunneled.dark when sultry hours
Danced with white feet Leyond the bridge% hood,
Yet there are soulless men whocte hand and brain
Tear down what time will never give again.

__Anderson M. Scruggs.
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LOOKING WEST

Hours fly
Flewers die
New days
New ways
Pass by
Love stays.

H.VinB.Ha



ALONG THE HIGHWAY

As the smooth ribbon of the road
Unrolls, we glide by lakes and trees,
Across small bridges, past young corn,
Or pale wheat rippling in a breeze,
Until the eye no longer turns

To note an'orchard, barn, or wall,

A tall red silo, scattered cows—
"You see one farm,you see thewm alll.

But to this girl beside a gate,

This man who tramps behind a plow,-—--
The 1little painted house, the dog,

A lilac bush, an apple bough

Are shaped in dear familiar ways.
The cows are named, and every tree
Lifted above its patch of earth
Holds intimate reality.

~-=Ethel Turner
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DOVER ROAD ' !

I can see from my window the
new highway completed. Glistening ;
in the morning sun, dipping and cur- l
ving it would lead us outward and X
onward. But while I thrill to gaze '
upon its new brightness, I am remind-
ed that after all it 1is only a very \
old Toad in a new dress. And my fancy |
runs back to the days when 1t was a i
ploneer road. :

From the shelter of the house |
that was their great- great-grand- PSS
fathers our children look out upon thal,dw“”
very road over which their great-great-i:
graat- grandfather made 3¢ way more (¥ it
than a century ago. Finding the land | 4
to their liking they settled here and
here a nusber of thelir descendants
remain, till the goil, and find 1t good, travel the same
roed and find it better. ¢

Bands of roving Indians were no ancommon sight. Ox-
en worked in the fields OT drew their rude carts where now
cars glide by in polished luxury. Trains of prairie schoon-
ers of forty-eight and forty-nine passed this very spot,
pausing and pulling up as one of their number was ferried
across a nearby stream and another took its place on the v
boat.

goldiers in blus and gray have marched past our dooT
on this road. It has yielded itself to the expansion of
the western country. Beside it hame grown up homes and .
churches and schools. Life has flowed past, changed in de-~
gree but much the same elementally.

And while we shall look forward to the new opportun-—
{ties toward which the road beckons, let us pledge our=--
selves never to forget the real substance of which highways
are built. It is not the concrete nor steel nor even skill~
ful engineering that builds a road.

They are only the smooth finish on a base fused of
the courage and persistence, the discouragements and heart
aches, the friendships and gympathies, the dreams and ideal-
ism of many who have gone before. Only these give permance
and solidarity to any human structyie. dithout them we may
look for crumbling and decay. Let take thought for the
structure of our highways.

-—Lexingtgn Advertiser-News

(This article by MUrs. Fmmet Slusher was entitled
W] gee From MY Window" and was published in a recent
igsue of the Missouri Farm Bureal News.)
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MOUNT VERNON

RO R

The history and traditions of this farm home are best
told in & radio tslk by Mrs. Ryland Todhunter.

“The first historic event in Lafaystte county in the Im
perisl state of llissouri, was the eréction of Fort Orleans,
by French voyagers. _

Tradition has kept alive & pretty story of these French
voyegers, who, early in 1700, parted the waters of the mighty
Missouri with their fleet of bateaux, and mov%gg slowly west-
ward from St. Louis until they came upon a clear sparkling

TR i
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Fi stream, now called Tebo, which flowed from the left bank,

3 mingling its waters with the rushing turbulent river.

N Rurning in upon the bosom of this stream and skirting

o the base of a high bL1luff, they entered the eastern pert

o of Lafuyette county.

g Before them, tound hills climbed away from the water's
e edge and rose, with verdant slopes to forest covered swimits,
i stretching afar into the upland, nd into thousands of

P acres of prairie country , which rivalled, in richness, the
b fabled Valley of the Nile.

1 Is it small wonder, then, that the beauty loving, and
o impulsive French men exclaimed, "Teree Beaul%? For in their
Y language it was "Beaut:iful land", ana the green mound suggest-"
i ed a Mount Verdant. In the putyas of the later settlers,

Terre Beau was corrupted into Babo, and the green mountain
became Mount Vernon. Soon a number of settlers came cluster-
ing their cabins at Mount Vernon on the site of th. old
Tort.
4 The first territorial legislature carved out a ne7
county, calling it Lillard, ana nawming Mount Vernon as the
county seat. Here the first court was held; the firet
grand jury met; here the first marriage was solemnized--that
of dary CoX 1o Hohn Lovelady, a Virginia gentleman, whose

- Very name declared his intentions.

B




3 Washington Irving, the author and traveler, in seeking
: local color for his works, frequently passed through this
: county. :

ﬁ On one occasion he stopped at the homwe of his friend,
< Mr. John J. Heard, and enjoyed with other invited guests an

5. impromptu feast of turkey breasts fried in butter. This

b delectable dish had the advantage of beéing yuickly prepared,
= for wild turkeys were so numerous that only the white

1 breasts were used and tiae rest of the fowl discarded.

13 During the dinner Mr. Irving remarked, "Well, every-

boay knows that Lafayétte. county is the garden spot of
Missouri, ana Tabo Grove is its strawberry Hed"®.

Long before the French voyagers sailed down the Missouri
river and up Tabo, Indians had used these high hills and
grassy slopes as a cumping ground. There are two Indian
mounds on this place and we have found many &arrow heads,
ppear points, axes and spades.

.,B_f;‘;}.:ﬂ‘._,iu'-u-{?;._,'-'_'_ s
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( Excerpgs from Yhiles' "History of Lafayette County")

Mount Vernon, at tiis time, was a collection of & few
houses, then accounted a sprigbtly place, but winich at tais
day would be considered but a swall village. Here tne Black-
feet, Mohawks and Pawnees met for council and trading pur-

14 poses. It appears likewise that Mount Vernon boatted of
& a tavern in tnose days; a well stocked store kept by Messrs.

3 v e A R = A
R 3 SR ve H S

.. Curtis and Ely; a small manufadtory of excellent pottery,

E specimens of which still existed here thirty years ago, a

5. blacksmith shop; a shoeuuker and perhaps other reprewen-

Lo tatives of the industrial arts."

3

-gf Surve¥ No. 1881 shows this farm is part of Sections

A 23 and 26, Township 51, Range 26 Lafayette County, Missouri.
3 It contains in zll 13%.02 acres.

Mount Vernon was located on the New Hadrid grant No.
2793 of Alexis Picurd, and upon the “outh east quarter of
Bection 23, Township 51, Range 26.

The present house was built about 1912. This place
was bought in 1918 from °. N. Wilson and Matt H. Wilson by
£, T. Neer who moved in 1918. It is well known for its
large orchards anu for the atiractive recreation park and
tourist camwp which Mr. and Hrs. Neer huve developed along
historic Tabo at the foot of old Mount ¥Wernon.

5'!Julia Heer




l/;q Extended History of Elm Acres

After 4lyeurs I an again at the desk trying to recall the people anid the

vcnts that mede history here at Elm Acres,

Living thru the thiriics was really quite hard. 1934 was the driest year
of the century, coupled with severe economic depression. Cows sold for $20.00
per head, hogs were $53.00 per cwt., milk ,09¢ per gallon and eggs .05¢ per doz-
en. This was the year I went "down to Warrensburg for college". The fees were
312.50 per quarter including book rental, room and board .50¢ per day in a pri-
vate home. The year of 1935 wus very wet. The wheat was greatly dameged by black
rust and most of it went for animal feed. We finished planting corm on July 4th
and it did not mature. Then came our worst drought ever in 1936. Corn never re-=
ached over three feet tull und temperatures were over 100 F. many days in May.
The hottest day was during the threshing season. The water boy could not find
good weter ond the temperuture reached 113 F. .

The situation began to case abit when my father, Alvin Slusher, got a job
“m.asuring wheet" with the Farm Program @3$3,00 per day. Prices began to inch up
as war became eminent in Europe., We became mechani,ed with a one plow ifodel B

A 1lis Chalmers trzector with a one row cultivaetor. This equipment cost $650.00.
4 electric fencer was also zdded to our line of machinery - powered with a "hot
shot", of course. Twenty Jersey cows were being milked by hand and the milk was
sold to Paul Slusher's Springhill Dairy, There was an active Dairy Herd Improve-
ment Association in the county and we were on the top ten herd list many times,
ie were showing a few registered Jerseys at local fairs,

Edward, my only brother, left to study Forestry at the University of Idaho
eand dad was working full time with the Farm Program. This put me in the position
of full time farmer. In 1938 I went to the University of Missouri at Columbia to
study Dairy Farming. Dad ran the farm again and also continued in the Government
Farm Program, After two college years at Columbia I returned to the famm.

The United States was now actively engaged in World War II, so I left farm-
ing for service in the Air Force as a weather forcaster, Dad rented some of the
land out, milked a small herd of cows and continued his Farm Program work. I
wus narried to Friedz Witzke on July 3, 1943 and we returned to Elm Acres to-
ether in September 1945. I had purchused a 54 acres farm just west of Elm Acres
in 1943 =nd we fondly called it Elm Acres Jr.. There was a modest cottage on the
place which Frieda and I made quite livable, We got electricity and water into
the house, papcred, painted and cleaned. We planted trees, shrubs and flowers,
-raised chickens and a garden, and built a new privy out back. Our family was
started in this home with Roger arriving in 1947.

During my yezrs away, the folks had chanred the looks of the house. The
front porch was replaced with a stoop and a screened porch added on the west.
vJad wzs plenty ready to turm the farming over to me on January 1, 1946.

Thin; s were beginning to happen et the farm also, With the arrival of elec-
trical power we added a Surge milking machine and 2 six can cooler, The building
of level terraces was started, the last corn crop was harvested and the hog op-—
eration ended. A well of 212 feet was drilled by Mr. Steffens from Alma, The
water rose within 80 fect of the top and it provided 3 gallons of water per min-
ute., This well served us for 29 years,

The following ycer the new Surge dairy barn with three walk thru stalls
was built by Julius cnd Edward Kolster. The Jersey heifers were traded for Hol-
steins cnd a number of good Holsteins were purchased from dairy sales about the

ounty. In the fall of 1947 we "went Grade A"and have been selling that way for
‘0 ycars. we then joined the "Pure Milk Association of Greater Kansas City". In
recent years it has merged into Mid-America Dairymen, and I have served this
orgaenization in various capacities at the local level for twenty years. The pur-
chase of a 8- Ford tractor, disc, mower and loader was made to get"Improved
Pastures" established. The grezssea we used were brome, fescue and orchard with
“cspedeza and ladino for legumes,

In the fall of 1949 the Elliott Slusher's moved to the big house ond the
.1lvin Slusher's moved to Corder. The Rupniewski's (Edward, HMaria ond Joseph)

o N*?/;V'L;,a,/fv\ /J\ A



ELM ACRES

R19 T 51 8 25 .
When Lafayette county was but four years old, a Joseph
Harrison entered a portion of this farm, the remainder be-
ing entered by John Banks some two or three years later.
This farm is located near what was at one time the coun-
ty's river port, Berlin. Along this road was hauled wheat
and hemp for export. A number of the elderly people of to-
day have seen wagons loaded with hewp from Berlin to the
present highway 24. One wan tells of a line of wagous from
Berlin to Dover, one behind the other.
In 1859, Sam M. Banks sold this farm (then 172 acres)
to George J. Bowman. Mr. Bowman improved the farm, build-
fng & five roow frame house with a large fireplace on
~ either end. A kitchen was built to the northeast of the .
" house. This was a frame structure fifteen feet square. He

' _also made a wine cellar, a well, both of which are in use
today. He set out a three acre orchard consisting of Bell-

. flower, Pippin and Ladyfinger varieties.
. In 1865, Mr. Bowman lost the farm and Marvin Banks pur-
" ohased it, immediately selling it to W. H. Littlejohn from
- 'Xentucky. Mr. Littlejohn paid $17.50 an acre for it. There
ethen only 17 acres in cultivation. A son of this man
: todd of one fall, during the slack time at the hemp ware-
~house, Mr. Wernwag bought the orchard for 10¢ a bushel. They
‘picked and covered the apples up under the trees. As soon
.a8 the boat came, they loaded the apples and shipped them
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yved into the little house. They were Displaced Persons from World War II and
1eir home was in Poland. He worked with me and since Frieda and he both kmew

3 1little German it was our way of communicating. They moved to Kansas City in a
:ar or so but we are still in touch,

The cows were now being bred artificially, so rapid improvement was possible
rne feed was being -bought, mixed and delivered by the Lafayette Elevator in bulk
"1is was a real labor saver over the previously used sack method. 1950 ended our

1icken raising. A large pond was built to store water for orchard irrigation.

It was 1952 when Elliott and Frieda purchased the farm from Alvin and Egtell
't was purchased on contract and paid for over a period of sixteen years. This

‘ought our farm to 163 acres of rolling hill land on the lMissouri River bluffs.
1is decade was to bring two more children to call Elm Acres home - a daughter -
3ally born in 1950 and a son Morgan born in 1957. These were years of expansion

1d hard work. The herd reached 40 cows at one time and we installed a bulk tank
r easier and more efficient cooling. A Butler all steel barn 40' x 40' was buil
Lor hay storage and loafing area for the cows at a cost of $4,000.00,

In 1953 dad and mother finished building a small home on the site of the or-

:inal Elm Acres Jr. cottage. Dad lived there until his death in January of 1970
. 1d mother still lives there today.

The sixties were ushered in by a tormado which destroyed an old barn on the

.8t edge of the improvements. Again, a Butler all steel barn 60' x 36' was built
r a shop and more hay storage. We started selling walnut trees and have sold
291 to date from Elm Acres. There are many growing in all stages and we will. like

» sell some more in eight to ten years,

Meny improvements were made on the house. The east downstairs bedroom was Ie
woved and replaced, a new stairway built, kitchen added, plaster and lathes re-

ved and replaced with dry wall, and ths windows replaced with new small pane

es, The entire house was redecorated and a new hot water circulating furnace
-,Stem with bascboard registers was installed by Wellington Hardware, It used the
‘2conomy fuel"LP Gas at .12¢ per gallon, A lot of living has taken place with

ree children being raised here. There was Becky a faithful collie for 12 years,

beloved horse called_Coco, cats too numerous to mention, a couple of rabbits
nd two LEaster chickens that grew up.

Roger took care of the farm during the time that I had surgery on my legs.

again, the family worked together to keep things going in time of need. Thru
the yezrs the landscaping of trees, shrubs and flowers have changed. Dutch Llms

‘sease has destroyed all of the original elm trees around the house., Power mower
- w cut the large lawn. There 1s a well established wind-break of pine trees on
L.u2 north side of the buildings.

The west porch is now glassed in to make a three season sitting room. A

rage, bathroom, small basement end patio were added in 1973. The mail route was
. ‘tended several yeers ago to include our lanse.

The milking is now done only once a day. The big round bales of hay were

‘rst used in 1975 and were a big lgbor saver for me., Rural water came in August
. 76 and the well retired to a standby basis. 1976 also stands out as a great
1pple year, Some of the trees are now 50 years old and replacements have been set

‘ru the years. There is a six acre apple orchard of Jonathan, Red and Yellow

licious trees. 1977 was high-lighted by the putting up of the Hex sign on the
..rn. It was built by Glen Nadler (Sally's husband) and designed and painted by
"indra Slusher (Roger's wife) and given to me by them for Christmas 1976. The

ntinous"S" design was done in red, white and blue as a bicentennial symbol.

Grandchildren are coming to the farm now, so we can but hope it will also
“ind a place in their hearts as it has in the family that grew and lived here

r 50 years. '

Written by Elliott Slusher
September 26, 1977
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to St. Louis. Mr. Littlejohn had two former slaves with
him. They raised corn and a little tobacco, which sold
for 25¢ a pound. ’

There stood two large walnuts south of the house, in
which an all wood wwing 30 feet long hung. On Sundays large
crowds of neighbors gathered to sit in the shade. On one
of ghe two fine speings on the place was Mr. Lockhart's saw
mill. :

-3 During this time the place was famous for its blackber-
ries. PeoJle came from south of Higginsville to pick them,
staying all day. The local boys had a wonderful time steal- -
ing berries.

=T b““:'f"l”..l"_:ff:.‘

7 In 1875, lMr. Littlejohn, owing $700 on the place, lost
2 it to Robert Cox. Mr. Cox sold the Tarm to Captain Ryland
é@ Todhunter. A number of people rented the farm from Cap-

2 tain Todhunter. During this time the kitchen was complete-
3. ly destroyed piede by piece for kindling.

7 Captzin Todhunter sold the farm to Nick Loch. Mr.

p=-  Loch had a large family of boys so ne cleared and put in

%, oultivation quite a bit more of the land. While Mr. Loch

B owned the farm the house burned but was rebuilt lmmediate-
2! 1y by Ur. Vaughan. Mr. Loch sald the farm to B M. Hack-
ley. In 1924 Alvin P. Slushe urchased this farm. " He
rented it for four years and ql\d quite a bit of improving.
Fences were built, a grainery constructed and a gshed added
to the barn. A cistern was dug and a pond built. An eight
aore orchard was set out the thaird year on part of the land
where the original orchard stood. In 1829, Alvin Slusher and
family méved to the farwm. In 1930 cob pipe corn was raised
%2 which yielded 50 bushels and 10 sacks of col¥s per acre. The
5. cobs sold for $1.50 a sack.
. In the center of the faru stand$ two mounds built by
prehistoric men. From this point a@ one stands gazing at
the mighty Missouri as she winds among the bluffs, a steam-
boat appears as in days gone by. She has regained her place.

--Elliot M. “lusher
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4 WILLIG HOME
i 1819 -- Elizabeth Catron
v 1832 -- Flavel Vivian

oo 1849 -— Martin Vivian

' 1855 —- Henry Gratz and Joseph Shelby
1858 ~- Gratz to Lynn B. Hudson

1865 —— Shelby to James Fleming

ey Bl

Renters from James Flemming
!
b Dave Loudbeek
;? Harry Hockenswith
- Robert Pointer
4 4 William Fischer
i Frank Willig
e On February 5, 1802, Frank Willig bought frow Jawes Fleming
. 65.6 acres in § 24 T 51 R 26 and§5.15 Acres in § 25 T51
- R 26 and in 1913 he bought frou Blanton Vaughan 3b.7b acres
@< in 8235 T 51 R 36. The house stands on this portion. In
B%. 1903 thi house was rewodeled. The six foot hall was included

{in the large middle room. The TWO bedrooms and kitchen are
g very old. The doors are all hand made of walnut and pegged
Jez- together. Tne wide board floors are those originally laid.
.- The smokehouse with its wany hooks is evidence of the gen-

8! erous provisioning of an esrly dey. Before tne Civil War
P~ there was a crockery factory on the ecst Berlin road near
%' the present home of Alvin “lusner. It was destroyed auring
the Civil War.

Frunk Willig died suddenly of & heart attack March 31,
1914. Mrs. Wiliig died Septewber 29, 1920. The children
- oarried on the farwing witht the help of a cousin who saill
. makes his howe with them. After Mrs. Willig's death the
children remaining at the howe, Anna, Hohn and Henry, bought
‘out the other heirs, Katie, linnie, Bettie's chilaren and
Sophia. All the cnildren were born here except Anna who was
born on the Tyree place.

VLY
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Under the present ownership many improvewments have been
3 made, including hay and cow barns, garage, corn crib, machine
sBhed. There are twelve acres of fine young orchard.

33 ——Anna Willig

OLD HOUSES HAVE SECRETS
0ld houses, like old gentle folk, are shy,

L For shabviness and quaint, old-fashioned ways
- Mark them the relics of those other days

b Before men worshipped Bpeed's efficiency,

5. They seem to sit spaet, to draw aside

b From life's insistent urge. -In musings deep

They dream; and tender mewories they hide.
A footstep..whispers..scent of rare perfunes..
An old love sony..faint rastle of a gown..

é- A sobbing cry..gay laughter drifting down—-
5 These are the substance of long-lived-in roous.
33 0ld houses, like old hearts, are loath to tell

Dear secrets tuey have hidden long and well.

e
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--Pearle R. Casey




GARR FIELDS

This home truly grew up with the country. It was be-
gbout 1848 by Thowas Slusner, who received frow his
father 300 acres of land here.
He wae a carpenter by trade, a farmer by occupation.
Pne family lived in ome of three log cabins that were here
" at that time. Soon the first four rooms and two halls

in the cabin. He built the house alwost all of native lum-
ber. The living roow floor even today is of wide walnut
boards as was mucn of the weatherboard and the stalrs and
some of the doors. Six or seven doors are hand wade. In
18§8 ons more room was built down stairs on the west side

of this house and as the years rolled by the famwily grew

he built a room upstairs over this. Then in 1882 two more
 rooms were added upstalrs over the kitchen and dining room.
Today the house has the elght rooms and two halls. The two
large fireplaces th-~t were built into the kitchen and dining
room were used for cooking as well as heating and have

been taken out, but the one in the west room 1is still open
.. and ie the only meuns of heat for that room now. If the

" dear old homes could tell us the things they know, how thrill-

- ing it would be to heur about Mrs. Garr getting a cook stove
which was set up in the rireplace. It was a strange new
thing and many were sure it would blow up. And the time
two rooms were built over the kitchen and dining room, a
rain set in just as they got tne roof off. It lasted two
or three days, the family trying to cook and eat in a house

"+’ without a roof.
This Jouse has never been in the hands of but two other

were built, but even then the kitchen was for some time . P
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men; Mr. Evans and Mr. Turpin, except glushers and Garrs
until Roy Mattingly bought the place from Willis Garr in
1933. It is occupied by Roy Stone at the present time.

Many people have lived in this house, though not many
families. It has been rented for 50 years, but by only
five families in all that time.

An amusing story mas told me by Mrs. George Garr, who
lived here both in her childhood and married life. 1t
0 shows that children were as venturesome then as now. The
. women had been dying cloth and when they finished they left
- the vat of blue dye in the yard, and warned the children
not to touch it, but they were curious little boys and one
of them, a blond, stuck his finger in the dye and rubbed
a bit of it on his halr. They seemed to like the color,
g0 he dipped his head in and came out a strange looking child.
Stranger still did he appear when the hair grew out, forming
a top of white and a fringe of blue. uWhite Top® was his
fickname for a long time.

Mr. Thomas Slusher sold this place to George Garr in
1858, but before he took possession of it he went to war.
He returned July, 1865 and married Mollie Slusher, Thomas
Slusher's daughter, in August 1865. This sawme woman, when
ghe was a little girl was frightened and fascinated by the
frequent bands of Indians that travelled through the coun-
try. She could never understend their lack of respect
for property, for they helped theuselves tO sbout whatever
they wanted, and thelr ddeas of the truth were very differ-
ent from t.ose of the rigidly taught little Mollie.

When the forty niners began their amazing treck 1o reach
the gold fields of California, tne road that many of them
took was the one past tnis Vvery door, for this was the Mis-
souri end of the Sansa Fe Trail. Little Mollie, who was
then about five years old, watched frowm her door the great
lines of prairie schuoners as they halted and pulled up a
wagon lengtn and halted again--a sign thet ner fzather had
ferried one more of the long train across Tabo, the stream
at the foot of the hill.

. Little Mollie grew to be cousin Mollie, Aunt Mollie,:

- grandmother and great grandmother, keeping her vivid memory
and great interest in people and events until the last, 1928.
This home islocated in the west half of the gsouthwest
quarter of section 25, township 51, range 26.

--Bertha Fairchild Stone




HIGHLAND VIEW

This farm is in 8 36 T S1 R 27.

The west half of this land was entered by Daniel McDowell

" . and John ¥. Ryland on February 8, 1832, the east half by John
F. Ryland . September' 8, 1831. :

John McFadin, sr. bought the farm March 24, 1849 from

. Matthew Talbott and wife. During the Civil War Mr.:G'MCYradin was
_taken out in his wheat field just east of his house and shot

down by bushwhackers.

On April thirtieth, 1860 John McFadin, jr. bougnt this
farm and moved with his fawily from Forest City, Holt County.In
poving his belongings the Missouri River the steam b
" sank and all he had was lost. '

In 1907 Mr. and Mrs. McFadin rented their farm and moved
to town. Mr. McFadin died in 1909 and lMrs. McFadin in 1916.

Joe B. Williams the present owner bought this farm from
. the McFadin héirs on Novewber 30, 1917.

The original house which was of logs, wag on the north

- silde of the highway. While excavating tne sBi where we
~built the filling station, an old well which had been walled
- with rocks was found, about 25 feet from the highway. The
. present house iB an eight room frame building, which has wal-
" mut weatherboarding. The uprights ere 6 x 6 inch walnut and
the joists are 6 x 12 in hewed walnut. Tue woodwork is of
vhite pine, the doors, hand msde.

7 ! The four front rooms were heated by fireplace.

Insurance on this house was written as early as 1861.

; The well in the yard is 50 feet deep and walled with brick.
It was dug about 60 years ago and contains soft water.

-=Mrs. Joe B. Williams.



: WSPRINGHILLY
THE LEE SLUSHER HOLE
L pf N. E. & pf 8 34 751

This house, situated on the N. W,

b
9; R 26 was built in 1869.
: The land was buought from the government by Christopher

g§lusher in 1829 and 1320 and deeded.to Allen Slusher, his old-

est som in 1831 who occupied a loyg house & few feet north

& casl of the present Bouse. All homes weTe built near springs

B or living gtreams in the early duys. A Very good and ever-

; lasting spring 15 nearl py. It was said the woumen of the fam-
ily thought tne water had a superior bleaching quality and
neighboring wouen availed thewselves of the virtues of tae
water by bringing tneir laundry to the spring to 4o the woTk.

1t is said Allen Slusher dia not live on the land more than

" a year but woved 1O Jackson county near Independence. He

- gold it to Mr. Asuil Barnett in 1842, who had come frou

© Xentucky several years before. It 1s not known who built
the house he occupied at first, but 1n and around it was WO-

ven much of the nistory of the place. 4 four room hoOuse,

two of dogs and Two of frame with porcnes WwasS built. In front

~of this house W&E an avenue of locust trees six of which

7 ggdll stand or parts of thow after the ravages of eighty

o Thoggh but & seublance of their former glory the
blossoms fill the air with fragrance just & 8 sweet in

spring as in the yeurs gone by. Tnere WETE several cabins

“fgw - on the place and many slaves and one man called big Pete was

sfigss. in charge until they were freed. Hemp growing wat the prin-

st cipal orop in farming tho swall grain was grown for houme con-

sugption. _After the slaves Were nade free, the farm was

,__handted by the sons, & cousin who wade his home witn them

' at one time gaid, “What a begutiful farm it was and how pro-

- duotivel-to e the wonder &s the amount of work the members
of the family did. I doubt if ever there was & farm to

.which ohildren loved to go more than this one and how well

,'f-f;_.le were treated®.
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3 Mr. Asail Barnett and his wife with seven children occ=
"s3W. upied the small house until 1868 when preparations were made
S to bulld a new home. Much of tne ldauwber was stored in the
i atlic of the old house for seasoning--it being native lum-
-8 ber and walnut. This house was burned and of course the
] ptized lumber. The family occupied the cabins until a suit
able home could be built and tiis is the hodse as it stands
today, 1936.

The fzfming is of native luuwber grown neawSheep-nose
k- and of unuaually strong proportions and there is sowe wal-
nut finishing. The walls &a.e¢ inluid with brick. Mr. Haines
and sons, Theo and Billy, of Lexington and Mr. Ben Vaughan
- of Dover were the carpenters. Mr. Chris Martin of Berlin

- was the brick mason. Each rooit was equipped with a grate
to burn coal for heating. Four large roouws and two halls,
two rooms and a hall upstairs and the same below with an add-
. ition ef four small rooms and porch in the rear. A wing on
- the east consisted or a large kitchen with entry and pantry

- between it and the main building.
Here Mr. Barnett and family met life's joys and sorrows
- for nearly forty years, In this time a young son, two grown
'~ daughters and his companion passed away. A mewmory of this
" lovely character still stands at the west window of the house;
@ wisteria vine said to have been planted by her when the
house was new, almost seventy years ago.
! Mr. Barnett sold the farm to Mr. Robert Smith in 1875
. ¥ho transferred it to Thomas Smith in 1882. He sold to Mr.
= Ao J. Slusher in 1883 who sold it to Lee J. SluSxér in 1888.
In 1886 Lee J. Slusher camwe to make his home here with his
widowed sister, Mre. Mason. In 1889% he was married.to Alice
Garr. Front and back porches were wLuilt in 1894 and solid
wvindow: panes put in the front of the house. In 1901 another
ving was added on the south known as the dining room, with :
- the bedroom above. i
[ Here the Lee J. Slusher family has grown to maturity; 1
8ix sons, a daughter, a niece and a nephew. All have gone
%0 their own homes but two of the number. The youngest
son Paul now owner of the houme still carries on and a grand-
> gon revives the past of this family. "

£ No celebrities have ever been entertained W/Ldm-_duud
%~ but these echoing walls could tell you of many who Casile 5
. Bagi>33ife: brighter and.better for those or us left to tell

[ the tale.

~=-Alice Garr Slusher
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THE FIRST SLUSHER HOME fu. =~ v 174

: The original owner of this home, situated in the north
west quarter of the north east quarter of section a7

- township 51 range 28, was Christopher Slusher, born in

.- Pennsylvania, emigrating to Virginia with his fatner's

. family at the age of eleven years.

'- On attaining wanhood he was warried to a lady of Penn-

- gylvanian birth, also a Virginian by adoption and lived

 in Virginia until 1828, when he came to Lafayette county,

: Missouri. He came Ly wagon train, making the long and toil-
2. - some journey over the Allegheny mountains tnrougn demse.
05 forests along the rivers in covered wagons, drawn by oxen.
#40 vith him was his household, a wife, ten children, sons-in-
i~ law and families, and sowe slaves.

*  He located near Tabo in the fall of the year, remain-
:{ing there about six months until a more perwanent howe could
be built. This locztion, the present houe site, about one
1le west of Tabo, was chosen as the spot from which wuch
istory has sprung.

"~ The first house was built of logs cut from trees in the
surrounding timber as weweall outbulldings and slave quar-
ers. The home proper was & two story structure of large
roportions, ke wesftne needs of & large fauwily, and head-

§£* quarters for a large colony of settlers in the early duys.
A8 vas the custow of the ploneers, hospitality was extend-
od.tp all/ Comfort, food, and shelter were denled no passer-

by who esked for them. The diaries of other pioneers re-
ler- to this home as & weeting place of travelers and an
Foutlook to new homes. Thig house stuod the ravages of time

21
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ablished his children in their own homes near by and in the
event of his death in 1853, this home became the property

of the oldeet living son, Henry Slusher, who was then married
and living near Mayview. On moving to the homestead a few
years later the said Henry Slusher had the present structure
built in 1858 and 1859. An eight room house, two halls and
stairways and porches all of native lumber, the tiumber wut
aad sawed on the place, principally oak and walnut. This
saw mill was run by horse pomen: and a son of Henry Slusher,
Jack Slusher, now in his eignty sixth year, living in Calif-
ornia, tells of driving the team and playing in the saw

dust at the mill. Mr. George Garr, a Virginian and Mr.
William Slusher, were the carpenters. After the fawily
occupied the new house, some of the slaves occupied the old
log house and one of thew spent hie last years there, pass-
ing away in 1888. One of the small log houses was used for
& school house where a private school was conducted until
wmore thickly settled conditions justified the public school
system. One young woman, generally known as governess, caue
from Virginia to teach this sthool and later married the
oldest son of Henry Slusher. |1

This fawily suffered the epidemic of swallpox during the
Civil War but had no fatalities.

A large fawily of children and many in-laws made thelr
hmm:untr this sturdy and well-known roof. Six daughters
and eight sons went from these walls into the world to add
laurels to their truly grand forefathers. This uouse, sit-
uated. on five hundred acres was sold in 1884 to Mr. A. P.
Kensler and three smaller farws bought, one of which, near
Webb school, Mr. Slusher occupied himself, until his death
in 1893. In 1892 it was transferred to Isazc Awitt who later
g8old it to David A. Slusher, a grandson of the first Christ-
opher ®lusher. At-.the deatn of David Slusher it becawe the
property of Earle Kensler, his nephew, by the will of David
Slusher and later sold to Y¥r. Charles Lyons in 1830. Out-
side off repair and painting and front porch enlarged, the
house remains in its original condition. Mush of the beau-
ty of the landscape is gone beciuse or the forest trees and
orchard plantings dying. At one time evergreens ornaumented
-zha front lawn, as well as shrubs transplanted frow Virg-

. inis.
' -=Alice Garr Slusher




gunny Brook Faru

This farw is located 1in township 50, range 26, section
9-

This land wes entered in February, 1836 Dby Thomas G-
gmith who built the first nouse of logs propably that same
year. Then in 1856, a four room dwellinyg was puilt for
Mr. Smith by Mr. Ceorge carr. In 1859 the property changed
napds when it was bought DY John 8. Stewart. In 1863
GCeorge W. Stewarl Wab born in this home. When about 16
~ years old he helpea nis father build the ell and perches
© just as it is at the present time. In 1891 George W.

., Btewart merried Uiss Fannie Spears of Lexington and brought

* his bride to the howe place to live. In 1894 Mr. Stewart

.. purchased his houe place and 1ived the remainder of his 1life

" 'there. Theyy children Were born here, also.

. Mrs. George Stewart who ig at present living st the
home has some of the old furniture which belonged to her

family. A highboy made of cherry which belonged to her

mother's father, Hugh McDowell, and dressers and tables

i of walnut which belonged to her wother before the civil

<~ “yar when she went 10 housekeeping. Wrs. Stewart also has

‘some lovely china, wedgewood .nd willow ware and the sil-

ver spoons made frow silver dollars which cameé to her

'nome from her grandfather McDowell, She has 1WwO lovely

dresses from the trousseau of her mother who WaB warried

5 gn 1859, There hangs on the wallas over her fireplace an

-
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her nother's childhoo& home in Virginia--

oil painting of
d hills and glow-

a lovely frame house set among the trees &an

ing fields of that lovely state.
Within the four walls of this house abides a spirit of

joyful home 1ife which descends 1ike a soft blessing on all
who enter.

A HOME I KNOW

There iss a 8pirit- guide sbiding there,
Not tangible,
Invisible—-=

_And yet I feel its presence everywhere.

In books, though uute, & voice I seem to hearT
0f ageless souls,
And poets! songs,

And art ana wusic dwell within this sphere.

1 love to linger in this home I know,
For God is there.

come oft to the houe
of thy friends . =«
Lest weeds grow

in-the path . -
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Missouri, was entered by John Black in 1826. During the

Dy, John Yantes, a Bresbyterian minister bought the tract

€ 340 acres and sold to James M. Dinwiddie in 1840. He
once set to work to build his house.

The brick was burned on the place, as well as all the
erials of which the two story colonial house was built.
ter Jawes ¥, Dinwiddie's death. a nephew, Jawes T. Din-
ddie, came into possession of this home in 1875, For 96
years this home has been in the Dinwiddie name. The Din-
Wwiddie's are descendunts of Governoe Dinwiddie of Virg.nia.
anis colonial home holds soue rare antiques.

—=Mrs. James T. Dinwiddie

"The ornaments of a house

Are the friends who frequent it..."

~The home of Mr. and “rs. James T. Dinwiddie near Dover,

dministration of John Quincy Adams. After being twice sold,

25
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OAK GLEN FARM

"7 Eighty acres of loess g0il, underlaid with doal, hav-
ing a half mile of rumnming water flowing through a glen
gsheded by a magnificent white oak tree. and fed by springs,
were embodied ¥m the grant of W 2 N W & 8 26, T 51, R 27,
made by J. Q. Adams to Young Ewing in 1835. .

The tract of land was given to Milton Ewing, a son, in
1844, by will of his father, and was later conveyed to a
sigter of Milton, Elizabeth Ewing, who in turn transfierred
it to another brother, Williaw Ewing, to the benefit of
Luoy B. Ewing, wife of Miltcn Ewing.

As time passed, the land was transferred by members of
the Ewing fawhly--the N W & to Alexander Mott and the S W
to John Bour, excepting a strip oI the north side which in
1868 had been sold to Cornelius Duvis, a man of color.

In 1893, #nton and Katherine Frunciskato purchased the
g8 W3 and in 1898, the N W 2.

In 1921 -this tract was purchased by George H. Prock.
Many towohawks, arrowheads, and other Indian relics
goattered over tuis farm ana the adjacent land on the south,
pear the springs, tell the cttvory of the Indian village which

stood on this land in earlier days.

The first house erected on tuis land, and which is still
gtanding is a three room cottage of native lumber and brick
from the kilns nesr here. The old cistern, dug wany, wany,

.f._yaara ago, with the cement on the dirt wall, still is used
- and has never been repaired until:this year.

1130

—— Dee Dillingham Prock
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HICKLIN SCHOOL

The first school house was situated about one-
quarter mile east of the present school site, on the 1it-
tle knoll just east of Reidmore. T he small one room

building was of logs with a fireplace at one end. The
seats were of split logs and desks were unheard of. A
gtove was used in later years for heating. Parents of
the attending pupils furnished the fuel.

From the minutes of a board meeting on April 24,
1874, we find that Miss 8. Lelia Noel was elected teacher.
School to commence the first Monday in September and con-
tinue for four months, The teacher received $35.00.per
month. The president of the board was also imstructed
to have the teacher distribute the labor of cleaning the
school room among the girls in the school, alternately.
and evenly as possible.

. In 1876, a new site was bought from Young Hicklin
where the school is now located. In 1877 a new building
* was finished at a cost of $379.00. This was a one room
building,four windows on each side and a door in the
gouth end. Within, double desks and seats were on either
side with painted blackboards and a place for wraps.

the windows were painted in order to keep the pupils
‘mind on''readin/ ‘ritin'’and 'rithmetic®.

A Bchool was maintained for the colored children
- and was on the Pete Parker place in the bottom land.

. 1t was started in 1883 and closed in 1898.
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As many as eighteen negroes attended this school at omne
time. '

In 1914, a modern school builkding was erected on
the same site at a cost of $1600. Miss Bertha Larkin
was the first teacher in this new building. As many as
sixty pupils have been enrolled during the term.

In 1927, a parent-teacher association was organized
with a charter membership of twenty-nine patrons. This
organization has the dixtinction of being the first rural
assocation in the county. They still function, carrying
on the principal on which it was founded, closer relation-
ship between the school and home.

This district was known as No.l, but in later years
was changed to District No. 1l.

Alma C. Hicklin.
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HEIGHBORLINESS

My great grandmother, Elizabeth Ferguson Ryland
Barnett came to Missouri in 1846 and livead with her son
Joseph R. Barnett on his farm east of Lexington, south of
the M. E. Catron home. It is now owned by H. W. Weitkamp.

The following story was told by my great Aunt Laura,
Mrs Felix Young, to Mr: B. F. Eaton and repeated me.

Mr. Jim Hicklin asked grandmother if she would like s
some¢ turnips. She replied that she would. In a day or so
Mr. Hicklin sent the turnips, heaped high in a wagon, to
wgich four oxen were hitched and several slaves to unload
them.

Thus a neighbor gave another vegetablela hundred years

ago.
Elizabeth B.Fitchett.

FRIENDSHIP

g The following is an excerpt copied from the Barnett
family history written by Miss Elizabeth B. Young.

Robert Irvine Barnett came to Lexington in 1844 to

practice law.
R. I. Barnett enlisted with Capt. McPhetus Company B

letRegiment, Mo. Mounted Volunteers, Mexican War, June 1846
a8 2nd Lieutenant, shortly after was promoted to lst Lieut-—
enant. He served gallantly during the campaign with honor-
able dischafge at close. Afterward was 1lst Lieutenant of

Dragons Regular Army.
Robert I. Barnett was one of four especially brave



-, 0fficers whonled the wild daring charge at Chikuahwasc.

' When the army seemed at its wits end, fearing to make the

. next move, (80 history says) Capt, Ried, disregarding the

= Adjutant's orders to retreat, raised his sword, standing in
his stirrups shouted, *Will my men follow me?® _

Lieutenant Barnett, Huston and More with twenty-five
men sprang forward, carried the battery and for a season sil-
enced the enemies guns and beat them back. Capt. Ried's
horse was shot from under him. Reinforcements soon arrived
and the battle was won, one of the most decisive of the war.

It was for this bravery that Lieutenant Barnett was
given a magnificent sword, handsomly engraved. :

During the Civil War his mother's house was being ran-
sacked by the Federal soldiers for fire-arms. Mrs, Barnett,
forgetting the old sword that hung in the attic, told them
' there were no arms in the house. The soldiers ran their bay-
. Onets in the feather beds--even into the walls and under:
< the carpets in their search. Fipnally a burly fellow came

- rushing down stairs with the eword. The Captain ordered the
. house burned. Mrs. Barnett sald, *I had forgotten about the
. sword--it was awarded my son Robert for bravery in the battle
- of ¢OBihuebuas. Tears came into the Captains eyes as he
.. 8ald*" Bob Barnett? I fought side by side with him during
‘the whole time! He countermanded his order for burning the
house and wrote out protection papers which secured them
. from further molestation during the war.

A PLAIN PRAYER

We thank thee, Lord, because we live,
That we may carry on )

The work of those who came to give
Our day its- dawn.

We ask thee only for the power
To do aes well as tiey:

To give our sons as bright an hour
To start their day. -

--John Alexander.
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GOODLAND FARU

The land where this home stands is part of farm entered
ristopher Slusher when he came to Lafatyette county in

At Christopher Slusher's death in 1853 this land was
to his son Henry.

In 1877 the fint house was built on‘the place. A slave

was moved from the Christopher Slusher home and set
& spring about a half mile east of tne present houe
A lean-to kitchen was added to this one room log house

and it was first dccupied for a few months by a family by
the name of Grindstaff.

: In the fall of 1877 Henry Slusher's son, Madison T.

- married Elizabeth Qhandler and came to this house to ldve
on land given hiwm by his father. This was their home for
two years.

west.
drive

:rooms

i builto

¥ large

: In 1879 the first part of the present home was built
by ¥r. Burnham, a neighbor who built many of tihne homes in
the community. This house faced north, had three sixteen
- foot rooms, a center hall and a large back porch. Thisg
»: - was the M. T. Slusher home for over fifty years.
] . The row of hard maples now standing on the west side
- of the house were planted in 1880. In 1882 M. T. Slusher
-bought the eighty acres of land lying west of the house
* from his uncle, Jackson Slusner, and shortly after the en-—
trance from the main road was cnanged frow tne north to the

A double row of waple trees was planted to border the
from the yard gate to the road.

e In 1395 the house was extensively remodeled. It was
. made to face west down the abenue of maples, the original

wers enlarged, many windows added and a second story
When finished it was an eight room house with a
L shaped hall and three porches.

iy
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.. In 1915 the bath room and east proch were built, the
kitchen remodeled and a fire place built in the dining room.
A large walnut beam was taken from the smoke house and made
into a mansel shelf.

T The home was occupied by M. T. Slusher and his family
until 1932 when it was sold to a cousin, Harold Slusher.

-=Juliet Burton Slusier

"Home 1s where we love;

Home that the feet may leave,
But not the heart,

The chain mzy lengthen

But it cannot part."
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OLD OAKS

Nwilsz2s T51 R26

ThiBuz howe is about elgnt miles eust of Lexington on High-
way 24 which follows the old 3anta Fe Trail through Missouri.
This particular seventy acres on which the house atands was
entered by Andrew Patterson April 5, 1818. In 1847 along with
160 acres more it was deeded by Wm. Y. Turpin to Christopher
“lusher. The price paid for the 70 acres was $2000. This
then became part or the farw on whicn Yhomas and Minerva Beck
Slusher livea. Berore tune way Tnowas sold all but 70 acres
df hés holdinys to his prospective son-in-law, George A.WY.
Garr. Then in 1859 he began to build on the seventy a house
of five rooms--thmee below and two above, with front halls and
two stairways to serve the two upperroows wnich were not
connected. There were fireplaces in eacn roow. A .ong porch
ran the length or the dining room und the kitchen on tne eabt.

War was declared before the inside work was done. The pros-
pecitive son-in-law went oIf to wat, as did an older son. The
The fourteen year o0ld son, David enlisted and becamwe a bugler.
Work on the new house was abandoned.

When Order No. 11 forced southern sympathizerd out of Jack-
son county, amonyg the rerui:ees was a brother-in-Jlaw and sister
of Thowas Slusher, Harry ana Susanna Hockenswitn. They caue
to Thomas with a request to be allowed to occupy the new houe.
At first their request met with retfusal, fosr this Mr. Hockensmith
not s0 many gears back had been party to breaking the will of
Christopher “lusher. Minerva, the wife of Thowas, used her in-
fluence to reconcile the estrangewent and soon the fawily was
© eslablished with the understanding that Mr. Hockensmith should
- finish the interior plastering and woodwork,

During tnis period of uncertainity ana distress a small-

- pox epidewmic broke out. UYoldiers stopping overnizht had brought
- the disease unknowingly. When, a wonih later, a letier came

. from one who had stayed, telling of the death of h.s com-

- panion, and warning the fawily, already two children nad died
and there had been fifty two cases of the didease in the neigh-
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borhood.

In the cource of years the large kitcheu was divided and
part of tne porch closed in to mezke and extra room. . A=stoves
came into coumon use the fire,laces were walled up. In 1914
the two east rooms were added, finisning aut the original plsAn
of a wodified colonial with an ell in the rear. The carpen-
ter architects who are responsible for the early homes .n Migs-
ourl deserve praise for bringing witu thew a fine tradition
of building. They were limited by the pioneer facilities and
requirements and produced a simpler form of the colonial. It
¢s often smuller, less elaborate, but of good secale ana pro-
portions. The inside Tinish in this Louse is of white pine, ex-~
cept for tihe stair railing and newel posts which are of native
walnut. The woodwork has dignity and grace. The living room
windows are paneled Ireia ceiling to floor. Several of tne or-
lginal locks on the doors depict scenes of covered wzgon days,
One fireplace has been opened and new floors have replaced
those in the older part of the house.

This house has been occupied by Harry Hockensmith and his
family,Thomas and Minerva Beck ”1Q§Qer, Their children, Chris-
topher, David,Jawes,wnd Isabely WY IVin E. Kensler and his wife
Isabel, their ' son, Earl, his wite follie aud cliildren, Towm and
Angela. Jawes lived here a numver of years after his fatuer's
death and then the property passed to Dave, who with Aunt Kate
(Hockensmith) spent most of a long and useful life here. They
were childless, but the home wzs seldom withowut a child. FEmust
8lusher and family are the present occupants.

-~ The house is located on a gentle rise of land and fronts
the Santa Fe Trail. A lover of irces would mark the ancient
chinquapin oaks that rewain probably_frow the original forest
surrounding the gjte. HNext he would see the twelfe sugar maples
and the six tall ceaar sentinels tnat stand on each side of

the front walk. The cedars and hard waples were filanted by
Uncle Dave. s

In the flower garden of this howe ka8 a large petrified
Btump that weas brought by Mr. Garr frowm a Tavine southwast of
bis home where this unusual forwation occurs. It lay for years
outside his front yard feuce, and wnen the farw passed out of
the Garr name the writer receivedq it. Another stuwp was re-
moved and given to Mrf. E. C. White who had it taken to Kanszs
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City and placed on ihe grounds of the school that bears his

name. .
There was before the War a schoolhouse of logs on the south
end of this seventy about halfl mile from the road. Farther

back of this place was ihe Greer home which was a two room log
structure. One roow sthll stands op the land belonging to lrs.
Ben Eaton(nee Garr). On her land there is also an old cemetery
on an acre belonging to the city: of Dover. There were only a
few graves marked. The earliest legible date in 1862. Yhis
land, including &ll that lay along Little Tabo and Big,Tabo

was heavily timpered. It has wostly been cleared fordcultiva-
tion. It has served five generations for fuel, building mat-
eriial and fencing, and the sixth is growing up. The ne« gener-
ation is learning to conserve and replace the forest and goil

resources.

--Alice Engel §lusher
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MINATREE ACRES

The Gatron home is located about five meile east of
Lexington on the old Santa Fe Trail, in Range 26, Township
51, sections 29 and 32. This farm, consisting of 330
acres, was part of the land entered by Christopher Catron
April 1, 181¢. -

It was in 1817 that he and his family, also his brother,
Jacob Catron, cawe to Missouri, remaining in what 1is now
S8aline county one year, but early in the fall of 1818
they czme to Lafayette county, where thay wade their perm-
anent houwe on tne fertile land near Lexington. Cnristopher
Catron is credited with having the first plank and shingles
made in 181Y; also tue first blacksiith shop and willstone
and of havinyg broken the first twenty seven acres of prair-
ie soil in Lafay®&tte county.

The original howe was built of logs and stcod on the
south side of the road, directly across from the present
location. The last vestige of this pioneer house was
erased only a few years ago when the old stone well was
found unsafe and filled. Christopher Datron died August
19,1819, less than five months after entering tais land.

He was 33 years old.

= ‘Minatree Catron, who was eleven years of age at the time
- of his father?s death and the eldest in the fawily, was

- compelled to asswue heavy responsibilities in assisting

~his mother in this pioneer home. He received this portion

of the land from his father's estate. He was married in

later years to Martha B. Hill of Ray county. Their two chil-

dren, Evelyn and Henry, were born in the original log house.
The present brick house was built by Hinatree Catron

and though the exact date is not known, it is presumed to
have been about 1843, Thekiln for burning the brick was
located across the road.

“The two stdry.grsy-paipnted house is southéram colonial
én archiyecture, with lower and upper portico, supported
by two large brick columns. The two large rooms in front
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are separated by a hall, with two bedrooms above,the same
size. The suall dining roow and kitchen form the ell. The
walls are all of solid brick. A fireplace was originally
buill in each room, tne largest one being in the kitchen..
Native walnut logs were used for floor joists, sycamore
poles for rafters, ana hand hewn hickory for laths. The
woodwork is of pine .ith the exception of the stair rail—
ing and bannister which are walnut.

The slaves lived wmostly in log houses Just back of the
present brick cabin unit, which was bLuilt the suwe time as
the howe. The west and largest of the four roowe was used
for the smoke house. The widdle two rooms ezch housed a
slave fawily, and originally had firplaces. The east room
is or frawe and was built at a-later date.

Minatree Catron was owner of wany slaves and considered
them very valuable. Fearing the inevitable outcome of the
war when his fortune would be lost, together with poor health,
resulting frow a severe illness of typhoid fever, he ended
hie life by drowning August 13, 1862.

Lock Terhune, who had come from Kentucky, was engaged
as overseer by Mrs. Catron or Aunt Patsy, as she was better
known, to manage the farw. He later married Yary Ramey and
used the two east rooms as their private quarters. Their
five children were born here and lived until the time of
Aunt Patsy's death 29 years later, March 30, 1891.

The bome then came into the possession of Henry Catron,
who lived in Nebraska City, Nebraska. The place was rented
for a period or 27 years, Ur. Willett,Claud Neev and William
Hackley being accupants during that time. Henry Catron
married Medore Ewing, daughter of HESEy Ewing, of Lexing-
ton, Harch 28,1861. Their three childees, Bedie Fort,
Minatree E. and J. Henry, were born in Nebraska City. Henry
Catron died March 3, 1914 «nd his wife, June 27, 1918.

Minatree Catron, then came to Missouri to0 make his
howe on the land of his ancestors. He married Elizabeth
Davis October 2, 1918.

The 0ld nowe then underwent wany changea, new floors
were laid, centrel heating systeuw, electricity and water
systews were installed ana uwinor lwprovewents wade here and
there that have added couvenience and coufort, but the house
bears the marks of long years of occupancy. An old will-
stone in the yard, and Aunt Patsy's Piper cha.r, wude es-
pecially Ligh--for she was a tall wWewan-— are relics
that link the present with the past.

Their two sons, Eugene and Robert .enjoy hearing their
father tell of his cuildhood.visits to his grand mother's
howe--of the fine caridilge Uncle Hall would uweet them in--
¥r. Terhune's saddle hOrse "Rock" that they rode--
the rain barrel where little Henry drowned the cat—-the
paper lighters they wade for Aunt Patsy's pipe-~ the large
bucket of €@andy stowed away 1in a corner cupboard and handed
out occasionally-- the fly bushes they cut-- Uncle hall's
thrilling tales of the war and uwany other happy memories.,
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Un le Hall AErbuckle, whose mother died when he was born, was
raised by Aunt Patsy. Though black, he was reared as one of
the family. He occupied the cabin, reared his five children
and lived his entire life on this farwm. Uncle Hall died Jan-
uary 25, 1920 and often boasted he had lived to see four gener-
ations of Catrons in the houe.  His children, Terhune children
and Catron children, had many happy times ®ogether.

The family burial ground is located to the west of the
house. The last fawily interrment marked was 1850, and even
yet the colored people who are descended from the early families
prefer to be buried here with their people.

A hundred and seventeen years this old home has faced the
road and watched the streszw of life--risinyg, sinking swelling--
flow by as the epic of the midwest was written in the lives of
thousands of just such pioneers as these.

~--Bess Davis Catron
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MEMORIES OF A PASSING GENERATION

As I drove down the highway I cawme to the village of
Dover. Upon turning off onto a side road, perhaps a nawmed
street decades ago with houses along each side. Today there
stands but a few and .they are as nature has preserved them
for years. Upon approaching one of these remaining ones, I
found a man of four score years seated in his chair just out-
side the door. He lives alone as most of nif generation are
gone but he remains to tell their story. fe remeumbers when
Indians passed through Dover. He recalls the Trampyards back
in Virginia where the grain was tramped from the straw and
has lived to see the coubine used in our fields. He, as many
of his generation, caume frow Virginia by boat to Missouri.
Belt's landing was the landing for Dover-bound settlers then.
When the White Brothers had the first school and Fred leyer
bought the county's first steaw threshing wmachine are among
his memories. Hemp was grown extensively during his youth.

As I woved on theough these grass filled streets, I came
to the First Baptist Churgh builaing. Hereservices as a
ohurch stopped twelve years agoi On her steps have sat most
of the rapidly decreasing negro population of the village.
These negroes are all of the type that exist in the old
mouth-~ polite and respectful. As I approached I saw old
Uncle Ed Henderson, a forumer slave, and I knew he had a
ready tule.

He was born on Christmas Day, 1857, so his master told
~him. He saw a battle in his waster's ri1éld and wany uen
were killed. No fear was in this pickaninny's heart for
he did not know of the danger he was in by standing too
near the riring.

For sowe years afterward, in plowing a horse might
stumble and a soldierds grave be discovered.

As this old negro told these stories he would point to
hig eyes which are now dim with age and say, YNo one needs
£ tell me about dat caze I seed it wia dese hyar? He
Temeuwbers a slave trader cowming $o town, the county seat,
each Saturdey and upon locking his chain or slaves to a
-post at each end of his long line, he would eat his dinner.
During this the slaves were rationed a small portion of
bread and soup. After dinner they would be put in jail until
Monday wmorning when they were placed on the block and sold
and sent south. In passing, this slave trader would holler
and ask Jacx Vaughan if he did not want to sell soTe of
his slaves. Ir. Vaughan's answer was.always no. WI have
- plenty of food, clothigg and work". When the slaves were
- Ireed he had four wen and four women. Before a slave could
leave his cabin or surroundings, he wust get a permit from

¢~ his master znd show it when questioned by men whose business

.1t was to watch the slaves frow running away. This 0ld negro
~tells how they used to all gather for husking bees. How
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‘shucked the corn and then danced and feasted. These

ses all like possum, coon and groundhog. There I

dved across the spot where the city well once stood.

‘gpot is in the center of the hignway NOw. It was des-

¢d only with much opposition for it had served the

e well. I then enter George Zeysing's General Mer-

dise store. Upon recalling of few things of early days,

'his first wedding as justice of the peace and the old
bouse at Berlin, I went to talk with the men who loafed

outside the storg. 8itting upon a keg I heard how hemp -

) processed and molasses barreled. D woved on until I

9 to the negro shack where Hohn Minor lives. John and
ed of heump and he remembers how he watched them bale
and how he ate hemp seed anda liked it.

A full moom: stood in mid sky as I drove away and. back

8 younger generations

--Elliot Y. Slusher

MEMORIES

I live today in wmemory,
The old days over once again,

The thin,s we said, tde gawes we played,
Our happy Walks along the lane,

The lilacse bloow besidade the gate,

The wina sings in the old plne trees,
The sad swect song we used to hear,

All filleu with hauntipg melodies.

Do you recall the hours we spent,
Wandering beside the little stream,
Beneath a sunny swmumer sky,

When life seemed but a golden dream?

The years pass on witn flying feet,

Yet in our hearts will live forever

The things we saild, the games we played,
The happy hours we spent togetler!

--Inza Burridge
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HEMP AS IT WAS THEN

As I paused for a moment frow my work today, I noticed
a patch of hemp which I had Xft for the birds and a stoTy
my grandfather told me resounded from the past. He said in
April he prepared the ground as he would for wheat and brbad-
casted about five pecks of seed per acre. Along the first
of August he would cut it with a wower and allow 1t to lie
on the ground for a while to rot and after this he would
shock o stack it. The plant grew eight to ten feet and was
a wveuber of the wulberry fanily. It is about 2500 years old
and a native of Asia.after retting about four weeks the break-
ing started. The fibre was loose on the stalk now and upon
breaking it the short pieces and herds fell out. The fibre
was then tied in hands.. The hands were baled in 200 pound
peles. In that condition it was taken to Berlin and sold.
Most of the heup was shipped in the bale to St. Louis. Some
was processed and TOpe€ was made here. The bales broken the
nends were heckled. This process straightened and geaded
it. The heckles were machines which had three sets of spikes
of different length over which the fibres were drawn. Three
grades of fibres were gotten this way. The finest grade
was made into a clotn similar to burlap and otner grades
were mode into rope. Tne rope walk was 400 yards long.
About six ropes are made at a tiwe.

There are several sets of men working a rope at the
same time, each uwan add a strund. A8 tne rope is mzde it
ig laid on nooks along the walk.

Hemp growing ceased here of economic neces=sity, due
to the fact that it could Le imported woTe cheaply and
substitutes were found. The last CIOD grown around here vas
on the Varian Dysart place soutn of Dover in about 1880.

—-Flliot Y. Slusner
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BURNS SCHOOL

Number 2, Section 9, Township 50, Range 26. The land
was deeded by James Fletcher to John Catron and James
Waddell as trustees for a union church and school. There
was & clause that no Catholic, Wormon or abolitioner should
use it.

The deed was given July 4th, 1851. The first build-
ing was a brick church with a pulpit, fireplace and mantle,
Two of the teackers still living #Ffc Miss Mollie
Cheatham and Mrs. Kate Bishop. In about 1887 or 1888

they built a frame building.

On this same site, in 1914, the first modern school
in the state was built. Uiss Ella Carter taught in this
echool building longer than any teacher has ever taught at
Burns. This building burned February 15, 1931. The new
building is much like the other with some improvements. It
now stands, a school of which all are proud, just off the
highwgy 13, a beautiful sight, much admired.

Mrs. George Stewart.
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PRAIRIE FARH

In 18%3, Uinitree Catron entered 160 acres of this land.

The remainder of the 200 acre Tarw, was entered by George H.
cordon and Thowss Shelby and later bought by lr. Catron.

Due to the gentle lay of tle land, this Tfars has been
referred to as the "Prairie Farm" for nearly a century by the
Catron fawily. .

The age of the house is not known, but it is thougnt by
many or the older residents to Le, probably, the oldest in this
community, and well past the ceantury wark. It is made or cotton
w-od logs and in later years covered with hand hewn siding.

When originally built, the two large rooms in front were sep-
arated by a carriage driveway, but in later years, this was
converted into a hall.

¥rs., Camillus Barnett, who was warried in 1843, told of
attending a wedding here when she was quite young. The carriages
passed through the coverea driveway to unload the guests. The
ceremony was performed down stairs znd the guests Tnen climbed
a ladder to one of the upstairs roo.s for refreshuents. So
hospitality of an easly duy did not walt on conveniences.

The house was built near several never-failing springs
shich decided the location, and far from the road. In recent
years, a new road running nortu and south has been opened,
which passes directly by tue house. The house sets at an angle
and faces southeast.

Anotner building on tne faru is also of logs and 1s now
covered with pine siding and is usea as & granary and wachine
house.
_ Very little history of this interesting old land mark is
known but one only has to rawble tarcugh the old house and note
the worn flooring, the very plain facings, the home made dOOTS
znd o0ld fashioned latches, taat tell thelr own story.

Altnough the hume is old, few Tawilies have occupied it.
¥r. Reynolds, Elijah Neer ana J. l. Hackler have been the only
three occupants during the past sixty five years. MHr. Hackler,
the present lessee, has had the land the past t hirty years.

--Begsie D. Catron
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SLUSHER SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 10

1/2 of one acre lying in the notth east quarter of
the west half of the nortiwest quarter of section 34, town-
ship 51, range 26, was so0ld Yay 17, 1873 by Mr. Travis
Buford and his wife for $62.50 to Ur. Thouas Shelby and Ur.
Evan Young, the fir.t trustees of School District No. 2.
This is tiie site of the school belonging to the district
at present nuubered 10.

Until the purchase of this land the children of the
district had attended subscription school any place con-
venient in the neighborhood.- The last of the kind wes
held in & swall tenant dwelling owned by Mr. Henry ®lusher
located on the hill west of TalLo Creek on the south side
of the road. Wiss Blanche Tyler late of Kentucky, taught
this school until she married Mr. Clifton Hodges.

Mr. Slusher, needing his tenant nouse, oifered tne north
upstairs roow in his own howe for a schcol roow. Miss
Racnel Center taught one year tnere anu warried Mr. Creed
Slusher, oldest son of Henry Slusher.

The last year of this school was held in a little house
nortn of the Henry Slusher houe.

In 1873 a one rfow house 20" by 20' of pine lumber
wes bullt on tne newly purchased land. At t.is Tiwe att—
€naance wasn't compulsory, the patrongpaid a fee for each
pupill, and if there were not enough gupils to pay the ex-~
pease O0I a 8chool, there was none. ne children then
attended school at the river ‘town known as Berlin. Later
L0 tie nelghboring Garr school, which was moved from Her—
lin, or even going as Tar a Dover to school. Law pro-
vided that if there welre as many as ten negro pupils in the
district, schcol had to be provided, but otnerwise negro
children attended school near P. Sills home.

Boys and girls requiring a high scnool education
went to Dover high school or to Lexington--either to
high school ar to Wentworth. _

The first teacher-of the “lusher 8chool was John W.
Presshaw. Being a man with a swall fawily, he lived in
& house on the Barnett farwm. Mr. Pre:shaw was a master in
Penmanship 80 on evenings he had & class in penmwanship
added to his regular duties as teacher.

The second teacher was lfiss Laura Barnett, daughter of
one ol the patrons, Mr. Asail Barnett. Miss Barnett
taught two terms. )

I In 1908 one room was addeda on the west of the old house
and a library established between the two rooms. Two

years of high school was adaed, the high school teacher,
teaching seventh and eighth grades as well. This lasted
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only three or four terus due to scarcity of students.

$7750 wortn of bonds were lssued to build and furnigh
a mew school in 1Y20. The new house consisted of two large
rooms with 4 swall roous adjoining.--Two libraﬁgles, two
cloakroows and a hall. In 1923 the new gchool burned and
s§chool continued at the YcFadin home while a new building
was being erected. This house was a duplicate of the other
building and stands today. Electricity was instdlled in
1928. :
Yhe District when first organized included land in 8
séctions. More territory has been added for various reas-
ons and it now includes land in nine zdjoining sections. L
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Wood val e
BITTERSVEET

The farm on which we how live is in § 17 T 50 R 26
and is known as the Andrew Ramey farw. The original grants
were wade to Frederic,Ruben, and James Fulkerson. Samuel
Cox, Sawuel Hudson and Orlando Bradley were also original
owners. The land was entered betweewm the dates of 1827 and
1840, When it was bougnt by Andrew Ramey and remained in the
family 91 years. In fact the nistory of the farm is & hist-
ory of the Rawey fauily of Misgsouri.

Mr. Raumey cawe to tuis state from North Carolina bring-
ing with him his slaves and blooded horses. He bought this
farm and soon afterward warried a young lady of the neigh-
borhood, Miss Amanda Fletcher, daugnter of Major James
Fletcher, a large land owner and prominent wan in the early
history of the state.

He built a house of walnut logs cut frow the woods on
the place. A house of big roows and large fireplaces. A
number of smaller cabins were built back of it for “higger
quarters’. karge barns covered the east side of the hill
for the horses and a training track was laid off north of
the house. Mr. Ramey had come to s8tay and was to the end
of his life yery much a typical Misscurian.

The horses raised and trained on the farm made history
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in early missouri show rings. A dapple gray ware raised
on this farw named Grey Leaf held the chawpionship dur-
ing her racing life never losing a race. His son, James
F. Ramey,.bought at three months old from a Mr. Toller

of Kansas and developed the fastest harness Jjorse in the
world. He named it Jo®e®gR. At two years old James Ramey
80ld half interest to Ur. John Gentry a friemdof his from
Saline County and when three years old he held the world
record, going one mile. in two minutes and one-half second.
They sold him for thirty thousand dollars, a great deal
of money for a horse in those days. His fine horses were
known all over the country.

During the Civil War Mr. Raey took the side of the
south and after Price waa driven out of Missouri contin-
ued to run horses through the Northern lines to the South-
eIn Aruy. _

A creek runs through the place and three quarters
0f a century ago the land around it was heavily timbered,
a band of Indians were camped nere and allowed to remain,
-There were numerous wounds and Ur. Rawey respectéd their
graves as he did their homes and the wounds were never
opened. The woods, running water and a clear lake made this
&én ideal camping ground, and they centinued to use it on
their trips through the country, long after the Red man
had been moved negrer the "Setting Sun'. Thw site of wost
of the wounds have been lost. The lake, too, is nearly dry.
A tragedy occuring here many years ago gives the younger
generation a chance for a ghost story. Two of the neigh-
bor boys, frouw the Grant family (cousins to President Grant)
living south of here were drowned while swimwing. During
damp weather a will-o'-the wisp ar Jack-o'-lantern can
be:seen nearly every night. The younger members of the
family tell the story of the drowning and then show their
vigitors the light and tell them searchers are still look-
ing for the bodies of the boys.

- Time has not been kind to this farm. Fire swept the
hill of. the house and cabins. The barns burned or fell
into decay. Highway 13 cut the race track in halves. OF
the children, only one, the youngest, Mrs.Aubrey Kelly,

of Lexington, Missouri survives. The farm itself for sever-
al years was left to the care of tenants.

- At the death of Ur. Ramey and wife, Mr.Lock .Terhune,
husband of the eldest daughter of Mr. Ramey, bought the
rest of the heirs out. After his degthin 1903 the farm

was run and cared for by his widow and son,James.

: In 1919 my husband, Ur. L. W. Shroyer, bought the
part of the farm which is now our houme. After his daath,

I came here with wy three children to live. The once fer-
tile acres were washed and seamed with ditches, The fences
were down, and brush was gradually reclaiming the ground
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that had once been tiuwber. We moved into one of the ten-
ants houses and like the original owner began a house cuf
from timber on the land. It is still incomplete, and stands
a reminder of hops deferred and the recent depression. After
wuch hard work the soil is again beginning to respond to
good treatment and we have the satisfaction of seeing each
crop an improvewent on the preceding one. Fences and barns
are growing slowly, but best of all, the mortgage, which
at first was heavy enough to-fmiretour cows, is growing
lighter. R

To the younger members of the family there are many
coupensations for present discoumforts.

The creek runs through a permanent pasture where
wany trees, under which genergtions of Indlans have lived,
are still standing. There are birds, flowers, nuts, berries,
as well as rabbits, squirrels, ground hogs, "pussums",
coons and foxes, everything to excite the interest of a
small boy.

For my youngest son, twenty-four Nours is too short
a day to spend there. He knows every bee tree and every
birds nest, and spends practically all his waking hours
out-doors. He has grown as healthy and brown as the young
Indian hunters, who trapped the woods and fished the stream
before pium. )

Ly oldest son has put his whole heart into building
up the place and will not consider selling it and buying
an inproved place. He has plans that may take years to
realize, but when couplete the farw will express his per-
sonality as 1f he had cleared it of its original timber.

My daughter and I plan and dream. Perhaps our dreawms
will never come true but it is pleasant to plan, and we
are happy whenever we realize even a small part of theuw.
With hopes and disappointments, laughter and tears, we find
life on our farm good. It may be because we are simple
folks, but not one of the family would exchange our “Tacky
House® near the woods for the most modern city appartment
Oor God's stars for the most brilliantly lignted city street.

Mary E. Shroyer.
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HICKLIN HEARTHSTONE

There's a trail that winds hign along wooded ridges
and dips into the green of valleys and the umists of bottom
lands--a trail that was blazed by the wmoccasined feet of
Indians and trod by fawous and infawmous alike, in the early
days of the country. Statesman, pioneers, highwaymen, men
0f wealth and culture and men of evil ways--all traveled
this trail along the big river that the Indiang called the
"Misgouri.#

And it was to this promising country that James Hicklin
at the age of fourteen, in the year 1819, made the perilous
Journey westward from Tennessee on horseback, to visit his
uncle, Gilead Rupe, who had located in this territory a
few years previously. James became the assistant of Green
McAferty in making survey of public lands in this county
and received ten dollars per month for this service.

In 1829, he bought 320 acres of land, situated in
Section 25, Township 51, Range 27, about two miles east
of Lexington on the Santa Fe Trail, for $3.50 per acre
from Mr. William Robinson and Pink Hudson, who had entered
it in 1819. -

The first house, built of logs, was located a short
distance west of the present site.

The present house is made of bricks baked on the place
from clay out of Lafayette's own soil. The bricks have
faded through the years to a soft rose red.
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The house is a good example of Colonial architecture.
The massive columns reach from the ground floor to cornice
and support an upper portice. Both upper and lower hall
door ways and fan lights are in harmony with the classis®
lines of, the house. The door and window openings are well
spaced. The roof lines are simple, yet interesting. The
cornice is wide and flat with beautiful carved trimmings.
The well proportioned windows have fifteen panes and have
graceful, narrow framed shutters. The wide paneled doors
with the large locks and five and one-half inch keys and
small solid brass door knobs create great interest. Brick
walls nearly eighteen inches thick go straight from ground
to roof and the beams and supports are of twelve inch
cypress. Within, ones interest would center on the curved
walnut stairway in the hall or perhaps on the unusual size
of the rooms on either side of the hall. These are twenty-
one feet square with twelve foot ceilings on the upper floor,
There are particularly lovely mantels in these rooms, oOne
with pedestal base supporting tall tepering columns hold-
ing the wide tiered shelf. The floors are of wide plank-
ing and the door sills are enormous slabs of walnut. Four
hooks are still in one of the upstairs ceilings ,which they used
to raise and lower.the quilting frames:as'-they:desired,'': --
Peg nat-racks and gun-racks originally puilt 1n tue walls
are still in use. Deep cloesets are built on either side
of the fire-places. The kitchen was originally seperated
from the rest of the house by a brick driveway used for
carriages. Later this passageway was made into a porch and
dining room with & bed room above. The roof was first
cavered with clapboard.

It was during the Civil War that the roof was dis-
covered to be on fire and was extinguished by a group of
bushwhackers who happened to be in the house at that time.
In later years it was learned that these outlaws were
Jessle James and his gang.

The slave quarters were located just back of the
house. The two room overseer's house and six roow brick
cabin were built about the sawe tiwe as the house. Brick
floors, a fire-place, one north window and a south door
were in each room. James Hicklin was owner of about sixty-
three slaves at the time of their ewmancipation.

The old barn is older that the house. It is made of
hewn logs and pegged with wocden pins. One timber in the
barn is sixty-five feet long. As was customary the barn
was built across the road in full view or the house, as
was the cellar room in order that the store of provisions
could be watched wmore carefully.

The o0ld stone well with its moss covered buckets still

stands.

oo B e 3 e e e A e ST

b ’:.‘g"‘,f

ELE S

B O

bl At W b A T T e R e gy iy M ity |

T S e g e T g

PR

s Lt s i B ATy N g, R

i ]

o S G TR ST B

I L p rzs—a s g



He

James Hicklin, although he possessed a keen in-
tellect and business ability, was souetimes considered
eccentric. When asked how he made his fortune, his reply
was, " One half by attending to my own business and the
other half by letting other people's business alone." He
always wore a red blanket with a hole cut in the center
and slipped over his head for a winter wrap. He wore his
hair long and carried a cane and wore tiny gold rimmed
spectacles.

A story is told how his curiosity was aroused when
a preacher, who had been holding revival meetings at the
school, was riding to town with him on a wagon. He was 1
telling Mr. Hicklin of his wonderful power from _God. He
said, "Now, Mr. Hicklin, suppose you were going to hit me,
why, the Lord would stay your hand and not let you do it."
Mr. Hicklin had heard enough so he drew back and hit him
as hard as he could on the side of the head and knocked
him off the wagon in the wmud. The preacher arose, bewildered,
and said, “Why, Mr.Hicklin! Why did you do that?" His re-
ply was, "Now,—-————— I've found out juat how uuch power
from God ypu "have.

Many interesting stories are told by William Hicklin,
the only living heir of James Hicklin and better known
now as “Uncle Bill", of his and his brother's wild escap-
ades and narrow escapes. Many times they, with their negro
campanions, barely reached the outside stairs leading th
their room, in time to escape the none-too-gentle hand
of their righteously angry father. Other stories are of
the kindlier wmouents of their father, when he took the .
whole family on visits lasting frow "sun-up to sun-down".
This kind of day becawe a tradition in this part of the
country and is still called a "Jim Hicklin Day".

The family burial lot is about one-fourth mile notth
west oI the house. James Hicklin's first two wives and
several Hicklin children are buried there, as ar
negro slaves. In 1875 he had a vault built Ior’hf m%hlrd
wife, Nancy Patterson. John Gaynor built the vault The
stone was hauled frow Warrensburg. It is built above the
ground, is elevem Ieet high, ten feet long and nine feet
wide. Fitted rocks form the arched roof. Marble vaults
hold the caskets, which kept the bodies in a wonderful
state of preservation until 1918, when the glasses were
broken by vandals. An iron door with round holes forming
a cross is the only opening except a tiny six by twelve
inch window in the back.

Young Ewing Hicklin, after the death of his father,
bought the farwm for $41.00an acre, in 1877. He was married
to Elizah Plwawer in 1874. Seven children were born th
this union. Young's mother, who was Agnes Cropp, the sec-
ond wife of Jawmes Hicklin, died at his birth and he was

‘reared by an old negro "mammy". He called his father

"Magter® for several years. Young Hicklin was only a
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boy at the breaking of the Civil Wat
and he joined Shelby's brigade and
saw some of the hardest cawpaigning.
After the war, he came howme and was
with Arch Clements when he was kill-
ed by some drunken federal soldiers
stationed here. It was a miracl

that Young escaped. ;

On advice of his father, Young (6
went southwest where he joined the .. %WH
Texas Rangers and served five years
on the "staked plains®. He endured
the greatest privations and hard-
ships there. Later he went to6 Colo-
rado as & rancher. He and his bro-
ther made a fortune riding their
horses and snooting bLuitfalo. They
would kill twenty-Ifive or thirty at
one time, then come back the next
dayand skin them a:nd sell the hides.
He often told of the experience he
and his brother, Tolbert, had when they were called houe
by the death of their father. They came on their horses
and finally reached Kansas City, after a long and weary
journey. They were tired and nearly famished so0 they iwm-
ediately found an eating house. After partaking of a suup-
tious meal, Young inquired the price. He was surprieged
and dismayed to find the meal was fifty cents apiece. Due
to the fact that he had only seventy-five in change, he
began to remonstrate and tried to "jew® the bill to that
amount, but to no avail.

The manager sald to Tolbert, "Didn't you get fifty
cents wotth of food?"

Tolbert said, “Why, yes, I had a dollars worth myself.
So Young had to find & private place and get into his
money belt and take a part of the $5,000 in gold to get
change for their dinner. He didn't forgive his brother
and when they got to the city Jlimits, he got his revenge
by giving Tolbert a terrible beating for being so "mouthy"
to use his expression.

Young Hicklin inherited some of his peculiarities
from his father. Some people called him stingy, but many
poor and needy, both black and white have been aided by
him. He never boasted of his charities, but rather, did
the opposite. He seemed to delight in putting himself in
the worst light. One had to know him to understand and
like him. Hise rough exterior cavered & big heart.

Upon the death of Young Hicklin, June 12, 1912, John
E. Ryland Hicklin and Pearle Hicklin becawe heirs of the
farm. John married Alma Davis in 1915, they and their
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family of five children are living in the home, Miss Pearle
spends the summers here and the winters in Florida. Minor
changes have been made in the house when needed, but it

waa built for the generations to come. So that today,
nearly a hundred years later, this home still stands al-
most the same as originally built.

There is such wealth of interesting architectural
details, of treasured heirlooms and of quaint anecdotes
of by-gone days that the problem of describing them 1s
greatly limited by the lack of space; but these are the
things that the link the past with the present and are
highly cherished by the family. ,

Alma C. Hicklin.
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) The mid-afternoon sum of late autuun sent its golden
shafts over the beauty of the Missourl landecape. The oaks,
maples, linns, reabud, hawtnorne, and sumac Were in the
last blaze of their glory. Over all was the blue haze of
late Indian summer. :

A man, tall, spars, well passed the prime of 1ife,
but still a figure to comuwand Tespect and aduwiration by his
erect bearing, penetrating glance, and keen knowledge of

A PIECE OF LAND

_i huwan nature, paused for a woment to contemplate the scene
] before him. :Far to the north lay the river meandering to
7 the Missippi while to the right the woods lay thick ad dense

%  until cut off frow view by a sharp hill extending to tne

X brink of the river-—the hill called Sheep nose by all river
& pilots. Directly in front of him the woods continued to

the very waters edge and to the left the same scene until
the view was cut off by another long arm of land known as
Berlin. Except for the three or four tnin spirals of smoke
that rose through the trees:just west of the hill there

was not & sign nor a sound of humanity. The land lay as 1t
had come from the hand of God--fertile, langurous, idle,
dream. in that long ago autuwn of 1853. The thin coluuns

of smoke that rose from the tiny settlement marked the site
of Yt. Vernon at the mouth of the Tabo as Christopher Slubher
well knew. He thought back idly to the tluwe when he had
first coue into the country--1828; only a short tivwe ago

but many had been the changes. He rezembered how he rad

33 entereu his first land in the new court house in Lexington.
&2 He saw in wewory his first load of meager provisions (gun-
53 powder ana blankets ) that had been purchased to enable them
: to withstand the rigors of the first winter after theilr

E Virginia home. He reumeubered those who had cowe (n with
e nim—-gome still with hiw--some dead--sOweé gone OnNe west
e caught in the ild rush of '49. Thought of how the prafrie

:ﬁf schooners had passea his home over tne old Santa Fe Trail
et all through the daylight hours of that wed, woving, rest-

§§. less year. Thought of those wno had stopped to enjoy thekr
I/ hospitality before thay continued on their way. Many whose
i bones marked the trail to gold across the burning western
A prairies. :

ngold I, he wmutteres, “Gold! Gold is where you Iind 1it.
I have found it here anu wy children shall find it here afd
my children's children."

Again he looked long and lovingly at the panorama
gprea;id out before uiw; possibly the wost beautiful of all
his thousand acres of virgin timber and grass land. Yes,
Jack suould have this portion, this part designated at& BecC.
27, T. 51, R. 26 and wore 10O. Andrew Jackson the son born
less that a year after entering tnis new country. He tnat
gseemed wost apt to carry on his fathers ideals, his should
be this wost beautiful portiom, for was he not a Miaaouri&n
born?

Then he bethought nimseld of his errand. A new gun-
stock for his fun. It must be of walnut, smooth, dark, rich,
hard, and bealdtiful. Only walnut was fit for a gunstock.




He searched smong the richly timbered slope, noting the
trees that had veen girdled for the winters supply of wood.
Soon the boys would have to get busy for there must be no
swall wood pile. Finally he found a log suited to his
purpose, took his axe and comuenced working. Guns of a
ploneer must never be out of order although there was little
danger any wore from Indians, but from the ominous c¢louds
gathering over Washington anything might happen; and Kansas
and its turuwoil was too close to be a cowfortable bedfellow.
And there was Jack just the right age to be enticed by
wag and soue of the others, too. Well, a wan must defend
his property rights byt he would bequeath to none of his
children questionable property. The shining blade of his
axe rose and fell to the rythum of nis thoughts. Steadily
the task shortened until--the axe fell with a glancing blow——
slid from the log and struck the worker directly below the
knee.
With an exclamation of surprise and disgust he inspected
the wound: found the deep gash bleeding freely. He bound
the leg with his Keckerchief and slowly made his was howue,
thinking little of the wound except that perhaps he would
carry a stiff knee the rest of his life. Men who spent their
1ife out-of-doors were not accustomed to think mwuch of
slight wounds. But the wound proved not to be slight,for
jt retfused to heal and in & few days blood-poison set in
and all the poultices and howe rewedies were of no avail.
In Decewber 185% Christopher Slusher passed tO rest--the
first of that name to enter Lafayette county. A pioneer
one wiho built houmes, schools, roads, churehes, and finally
cemeteries. He was laid to rest in a plot of ground set
aside as a fawily burying ground just south of the Santa
Fe Trail and due west of his howe on the first slight rise
of the lad.
A he had willed, his son, Andrew Jackson received the
property west of the old howe and north to the river, a
part of wnich is the portion designated as Sec. 37, t 51,
R 26. To his sons he deeded the land, and to his daughters
maneyj but to none was the questionable property of slaves
given.
Andrew Jackson Slusher built for himself and fawmily a
three roow house just north of the family cemetery and across
the Janta Fe Trazil. Never was a man more favorably situated
to watch the epic of the century. From his home he could
watch the waves on waves of settlers treking westward in
search of the land of promise. From his water front he
could watch the coming of the steamboats. First a few ven-
turesome ones and then more and more until the scream of
a steamboat whistle was a dwily occurence. Along the river
docks sprung up. Berlin becawe the shipping point of the
new heighborhood. Here three tiwes weekly ships docked to
take on padsengers bound for St. Louis or Westport land-
ing. Here also took on cargoes of hemp--a crop which was
found fuvorable to the clinmate and to the use of unskilled
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labor. But although land was plentiful tools and money
were scarce. The land and domestic animals furnished the
pecessities of life, the woods teeued with gawe and furs.
The necessities of life were few——the luxuries none. But
the lack of money was not seriously felt. The main pur-
pose of the possession of money was to secure the possession
of more land. .

puring the years 1850 to 1861 the country was shzken
by the threat of civil strife. W.en wa¥ finally came in
1861 Missouri was doubly torn. Never quite able to deeide
the stand she wanted to tzke she becauwe the battleground
for both sides and a free—for-all for t ose bands of guerr-
illa backwoodsmen who entered the fray for selfich and
personal ends. Andrew Jackson Slusher entered the way under
General Shelby to uphold the rights of a man to the poss-
eggion of his personal property. He left his houme in the
care of his wife and several small children. Luckily his
home was never ravished or burned but hostilities took
plage within a few miles of it. The horrors of wagy Were
indeed close. At the close of the war he returned houme 1O
find the land idle and his slaves gone, but as he possessed
only two it did not geriously iuwpair his fortune.

The fifty years andumore Ol peace that followed the Civ-
il War were fifiy years of unprecedented progress in the
annals of the history of «ny nation. 2

After the close of the wa¥ Jackson ®lusher set about
helping to mold the community into a couwunity in which
he would be proud to have his children grow into wanhood
and womanhood. He prouwptly deeded and acre of land for the
purpose of a school and helped erect a school house upon
it. 1In 1869 he built to his houe, adding a front four roome
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T cnd two halls after the southern colonial pattern. A

- formal pillared front entrance and balastraded upper porch

E lends dignity to the house which is still to be seen, test

. ifying to the wisdom and foretiought of the builder.

A Around the house was preserved and planted oak, elm, cedak
N and maple trees.

- As the years passed the greatest need was a way toO get
the products of the land to market. Llore land was coming
under cuitivation with each new clearing. It wes tound that
corn was adapted to the soil, that it was an axcellent
fattening crop but what was the use of fattening cattle and
hogs if it could not be tzken to a warket where the demand
paid for the laborf True the highway was a weans of coumwuni-
cation before his door but it was not an easy road to market
as it now is. Then, toos the Iiver offered & weans of trans-
portation, but the docks were infrequent and tne risks

were great. The shifting send of tne Missouri often

proved baffling to the best of tiie river pilots and many

a cargo went down or was blown up owing to imperfect engines.
Often the owner of the produce,stood the 1088 Or paid

such outrageous insurance protection tnat there was 10

profit in the venture.

Jackson Slusher was more that delighted when in 1885
an agent of the Missourl Pacific railroad approached with
an offer to buy tne right-or-way theough his land along the
river front. The road was proumoting a freight route along
the river front to avoid the steep grades and to coumpete
with the steamship trade. With nig native sagacity, Jack-
gon Slusher realized that some tnings were more€ to be de-
sired than money; that an Open road of transportation was
more desirable than paymwent. So he gave the right-of-way
to the railroad cowpany with the agreeuent that a flag
station should be opened here as long as the railroad
shodld operate.

The construction of the road was promptly put under
way. One of tne foreman.of the crews that laid the steel
was W. L. Nelson, granfather of the writer. By 1887 the
road was completed and the first train made its maiden
trip in Yarch. The flag station received the name Northrup.

In all the years that have passed this station has
proved a blessing for it was a convenient stopping place
between Lexington and Dover and saved wany a weary mile of
travel. Not only was a flag station left but a section
division wade, a switch track laid, and a stock yard built.
To the future tenants of the land this little stopping
place with its three houses of railroad employees furnished
many a spicy tale of gossip, and supplied wueh unasked 1in-
forwation, and many unpaid telephone calls. The stock yards
created a great bcouw to the whole section betweem tae yearls
1885 and 1920. The cheap freight rated rapidly usurped all
the trade of the steawboats till before long the only
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boats to be seen were show boats; pleasure crafts, and now
and then a few cluusy barges. Cattle, hogs, and sheep
passed in an unending procession to market via orthrup
and the stock yards. Many were the days when the school
chbldren were stopped on the way_ to school for droves of
gattle and barely wissed the igrhiny of being late to school.
he farmers of the neighborhood purchased scales and a
amall grain elevator. During the period between 1910 and
1920, many small grains were sold and put on the track at
this point. It was for a time a busy, bustling little place
but then--war, highway transportation, and depression caue
with their deadening weight. .

But to return to the consecutive events in my narrative.
Jackson Slusher soon found it necessary, with increased
production, more cleared land and ever increasing holdings to
employ tenant farmers to operate the land. Consequently,
he had constructed a nuumber of rude two room structures
from timber cut from the land. One he built on Sec. 27,

T 51, R 26 on the first rise of the land, just south of the
railroud. It was across the branch from where the present
house stands. In the winter dirt was thrown around the
foundation to secure greater warmth. When families of more
than two roou population é&nhabited the house lean-to's were
built. Mr. Looney was the first tenant renter to occupy the
house. o

In the year of 1900, Jackson Slusher, after having
spent a life-tige of service to his fawmily and comwunity,
passed to the Great Beyond and was buried with his faw:ly.
In his will it was round that he had bequeathed each of his
children land. The portion of his youngest. daughter,

Byrd E., was Sec. 27, T 51, R 26. At that time it was thought

that stock would drink only frow running water s0 the land
Was €0 divided that each farm consained a streaw of running
water, wuch to the despalr of the later generations.

The property was entailed to Byrd E. Slusher &nd her
heirs. As she successfully esczped the pitfalls of marraige
and the vicissitudes of the time she is still the sole
owner of the farw. This is the only part of the land orig-
inally entered by Christopher Slusher in 1829 that has
passed rrom father to child consecutively, for 107 years
without ever passing from the name.

. "After her father's death her brother Lee became her
advigser in wmatters pertaining to the farm. Although she
always underrated his advice she almost always conscient-
iously followed it. When she becauwe in need of a renter in
1907 he recommended a certain Rella Nelson, the son of the
W. L. Nelson before mentioned. Nelson had worked for him
off and on eince he was fourteen years of age and he reco-
mmended him for the place. Thus at Thanksgiving 1907, R. L.
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Nelson and family moved on Miss Byrd's farm with the under- 3
gtanding that a néew house was to be constructed on a better J
gite. By the spring of 1908 a three room gtTucture was fin-

ighed and a cistern dug near the county road on the eastern - ﬂMVP
boundary of the place. The builder was a man named Tﬁ}er-(f}dﬂf

man. ;

When the family moved in in the spring it had numbered
four but by August a fifth had wade her appearance. Yes,
tne third daughter arrived the fourth of August. And more
to be deplored by dear and critical relatives the third
daughter in three years. Deciding that femininity was. 10
be their lot and a triple blessing enough, wise parents set
ebout rearing and educating them. 8o when the oldest was
seven, the second gix, and the third five, they were care-
fully scoured, brushed, combed and their feet directed
along the path of learning. In the year 1915 the path to
school was shortened by straightening the road leading to
the trail, thus the rate of learning was WOIE€ rapid becauseé
the time of forgetting was not so long. Each gurprising-
1y finished the ten years course offered in ten years, then
continued their studies 1n Lexington and Warrensburg.

Meanwhile around the homesite were arranged flowers,
trees, barnyards, chickenyards, gardens, sheds and other
essentials of a well ordered existence. When a carpenter
was needed R. Nelson attewpted the job and such small things
apg unfitting doors, slantlng floors, and drunken chimneys
were small watters when the intention was good.

When the deughters had finished their education and
started teaching school the parents were faced with tne
problem of not one but probably three old maid school teach-
ers. 930 the immediately got busy, pbuilt a few more bed
roows sO thatl the girls wight entertain in the parlor free
from the unremitting snores of a placid wmiddle age. The
fact tbat the Santa Fe Trail nzd been concreted in 1932
labeled Highway 24 helped facilitate watters, too. SO,
finally, in the spring of 1926 their efforts were crowned
with victory when the last daughter safely passed .the mat-
riwonial hurdle.

Meanwhile the Lord and the current administration
smiled favorably on Migs Byrd E, Slusher. The administra-
tion by dyking the river to cause the land to be built in
and the Lord by sifting the sands of time until they fitted
nicely into man's gcheme. In such manner about 100 acres
have been added to the prpperty.

If you should happen to pass by the place and wish to
stop in the cooling shade you would find a contented middle
aged couple ready to welcome you. Here you could rest an
hour, talk politics, cIops, depression, and be invited to
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partake of a codl drink, a plug of tobacco or the seasons

gerden crop.

And--a Piece of Land you say? Yes, only a piece of
land but the stage for the drama of hundred of lives and
hundreds of lives yet unborn. Written by one who was born,
christened, reared, loved, amd married on that Piece of

Land.

--Mrs. E. J. Jungerman--

; (Linwood Nelson)
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JACK
SLUSHER
HOME

This farm is generally known as the "Jack Slusher" or
§John Slushee® farw and is located six and one half miles
east of Lexington on highway 24. The tract of land contains
two hundred acres, more or less. I% is made up of the west
half of the southwest quarter of the east half of the south-
west quarter of sectdéon 27, Township 51, Range 26 also
part of the west half of the southwest quarter of said
section 27. ‘

In {828 Christopher Slusher, his wife, and ten chil-
dren moved frow Virginia und settled on a large tract of
land winich he obtained by a direct patent from the government.
The house was located on the land now owned by Ur. Charley
Lyons and occupied by M. L. Dobson. The following Mardh,
1829, Andrew Jackson Slusher was born.

When Andrew Jackson Slusher, or Jack Slusher, married
Susanna Jane Woods he started farwing the westerm part of
the land which extended to the river and included about
four hundred acres. At first he built a one room log house
north of the present howme esite and lived in it for several
years.

In 1851 part of the present house was built, three
rooms and a porck. Eighteen yeare later the front part of
the house was added. Mr. Tow Slusher, 4r. A. C. Burnhan,
and Mr. George Garr were the carpenters. Tne lumber used
was oak and walnt taken from trees on the farm and sawed at
a mill close by. .

There have been many happy and sad events in the history

- of this stately old house. Of tue tem children born tp Mr.
-and Mrs. Jack Slusher, only one is still jiving in this comm-
unity, Mr. Lee Slusher. Urs. Mason,———Hrs. Jones, and e, 0illars Thvee
_ [

of the daughiers, and a niece, were warried in the home, the .
only weddings to take place here. :

One son,when swall, was severely scalded on the foot
when a kettle of bailing water over turned in the fire-
place. A daughter three years old, while putting cake in
a astove, caught her azpron on fire and was burned so badly
?efore the fire could be put out, that she died a few days

ater.
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~ Bhen the Civil War started Jack Sluaher_left;hislfamily
and joined the aruy. All of the horses were taken, only a
colt was left and BO OnE€ was Bble to ride it. . With soldiers
marching through the country small pox was carried to many
families. Two glusher fimilies were stricken. Without
horses to ride not much visiting was done by the Slusher's
a4n the hill®, and happily for.ihen they escaped that dread-
ed disease that took so many that year.

~ In 1888, twelve years Before Jack Siusher died, he
willed two hundred acTes of the northern part of the farm
to his youngest daughter, two hundred, which he had bought,
to a daughter, and two hundred to one of his soOns, Jonhn
glusher. L

In 1904, John gpusher rewcdeled the house, & basement
was dug, a hot water furnace installed, a_bathroom,;Water in
the kitchen, and acetylene lights were added. - In 1907
John Slusher married Mary “lusher and they, with their somn
and daughter, lived here off and on until 1932. N :

June 22, 1916, Mrs. John Slusher dalled together her
neighbors and in her nome was:organized and the first meet-
ing held, of the glusher “ouemakers' Club. o

About 1917 hard wood floors were put in the two front
rooms and hall, a built in book case and window mear in the
living room with fireplace between, A puilt in china closet
in the dining yoou, going through to the cabinet in the kit-
chen was built also. Electricity was put in the house and
all the o%her buildings.

The house as 1t now stands has four large halls, three
gscreened in porches, 2 portico and eleven rooms with four
fireplaces. It 18 indeed a beautiful and ideal old country
home which has been well preserved. In the back ground are
a number of barns, two gilos, an elevator, and other build-
ings, numbering twenty seven in all.

~In 1932, Mr. John Slusher died and the place was sold
+6 Geratd Knu@son of Kansas City, iay, 19%3. Since March,
1934, Ceorge Stewart has lived here.

" "When it was sold to Mr. Knué#son the farm went out
of the Slusher family for tne first time since it had been
granted by the government to Christopher Slusher, 104 years

before.

—=-Mary Stewart
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REIDMORE | 9!

This farm is located in Lafayette county, Missouri
in section 30, Townehip 51, Range 26 and is two wiles
east of Lexington on United States Hignway 24.

On June 16, 1819, Jacob Catron entered this land.

Then John Robinson, assignee of Pink Hudson, assignee of
Jacob Catron received his deed from the United State gov-
ernment and becawe owner of the land, August 13, 1824.

In a period of the next 53 years it went through the
hands of severzl owners, most of the tiwe keeping the fam-
ily name of Logan. 1In the last 38 years, it has been
known as the Terhune farm, Lock Terhume having bought
this place on March 1, 1877, from Ellen Young, wife of John
C. Young,sr. On February 18, 1884 Mr. Terhune and wife
Mary, sold to Alexis Wamsley, but on March 15, 1884, they
purchased it back again.

The original house sits in the back yard. It is quaint
looking in its architectural lines, having a portico on
the front, a porch and a long tue west side, two large rooms
one having had an old fashioned fire place and one smwall
room. Native waterials were used in building this house.

.The latheg are hand hewn and the rafters are made from

limbs of trees with the bark still on thew and while we

do not know the exact date this house .was built, one of our
retired farmers of this comumunity and son of one of the pi-
oneer owners,.John Logan was born in this house 82 years
ago. In 189& Lock Terhune built this beautiful and well



located red brick house.

r. Terhune was born in Harrodsburg, Kentucky in 1835,
He cawme to Lafayette county in 1858 and was an overseer
for Urs. Minitree Catron on her large farm for a period of
29 years, 14 yeaurs before he was married and 15 years after-
ward. He had his home under consiruction at the tiwe Urs.
Catron died.

At the time this house was b..ilt in 1891, the architects
had changed their lines and styles from wost of the older
howes along this road, however it is spacious and roomy
inside with its ten large roous and as:time progressed
it was a little more elegant to have double parlors on
the eust side, a center hall up and dowm stairs, a sitting
room on the wegt with a lovers sear in the tower bay wind-
ow, dining room, kitchen and porches.

Large bed rooms upstairs, the style of the high ceil-
tngs and long windows was carried throughout the house and
adds coolness and coufort in the suumer, but we wonder
how they ever heated in the winter with its ppen grate fire-
places that are now in many of the rooms.

The walls and partition of the rooms are elghteen inch
801id brick and it has a slate roof. Therchave been soume
changes made of the interior of the house.gince it had been
made wmodern with hot water heat, a bath roow which was wade
from a servant roow, so in size it is a little unusual for
a bath roow , but nevertheless is a real coufort to a farm
nome.

The west side nas hardwood floors while the rest of the
house was left with the original wide Loard floors.

63



Mr. Terhune didn't live long to enjoy the coufort of this
lovely home, as he passed away two years later in 1893, but
he left a wife and six children to enjoy what he had pro-
vided for them.

This farw stayed in the Terhune nawe until January 9,
1915, when Allie Winkler bought the place frouw her mother,
urs. Mary Yerhune and it was Mr. and Urs. Winkler who made
it a modern home. Mrs. Winkler and her husband traded
this farm to J. C. Young and wife in February, 1924, for
their picture show in Lexington, known as the old Grand
Opera House.

ur. and Mrs. Yopng moved to the farm and lived tnere
gix years, but both having been reared in town, couldn't
adjust theuwselves to farum life, so the bright lights called
then back to the picture show pusiness and the house stood
vacant for three yearb.

lpe last three years it has been known as the Reidmore
Chicken Dinner Farm and of all the hundreds of people who
have eaten meals in .this house, we have answered as wany
hundreds of questions as: How old is the house? How old
are the trees? Why is this breeze always so cool out here?
What a beautiful location, what a wonderful view you have
and what is that town over there where I see all those
lights? My, this is a lovely place--I could sit here and
watch that moon and stars forever. :

So you can see that while the more modern designs Of
architecture in the new houses have taken the place of aur
older ones, the old ones are not forgotten andfﬁl% tais 1is
being said of the brick house, they never forget to look
at the one still older in the back yard and even in its run-
down,dilapidated conditdon from age and meglect, it is
greatly adwired for its quaint and antique look and we
wonder if this little red houee could talk if it couldn't
tell us wore interesting tales, and happy and proud days
that were spent there as tiose of the pewer house Or even

the more modern homes ‘of today. ; .
d —--Frances licradin tioreland
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SHELBY

For over a palf a century this beautiful and stately
0ld howe has been known as'the old Sheloy place. It is lo-
cazted about five wiles eazst of historic old Lexington of
Highway No. 24, but better known to our coumunity as the
Dover Rcad, which is the old Santa Fe Trail. It is lo-
cated in S 28 and 33, T 51 R26 of Lafayette county, Uissouri.

The Shelby family is of Welch descent and inkerited- the
sturdy virtues of their forefathers, the immediate anceetors
having occupied positions of honor and influence in the Land
of Liberty to which the early emigrants frou Wales cawe 8O
wsny gencrations &go.

In 1836 Willizu and Nancy(Edwonds) Shelby purclased this
land from Jauwes and Mancy Hicklin, who hed been the only other
owners of tne land since it was entered by Samuel Dixon in
1830 ana Daniel Palton 1831. Before the transaction was
coupleted Mr. Shelby died and cn gctober 6, 1854, tne land
was deeded to the neirs of Williaw Shelby.

On Becewber &, 18b4, it was deeded back to & son, Thou-
8 Shelby, who with his natural zbility and well directed
eneryy,. brought prosperous returns and by constantly adding
to his faruwiny properyy he socu owned 1000 acres of valuabie
land adjoining this farm. Thomas Shelby was born in Harion
county, Kentucky, in 1818. He was of a fawily of four chil-

‘dren, three sons and one daugnter.

He spent his early youtn in Marion county and attendeed
& private school in his birthplace. Later he moved with his
perents to tuis county. In 1858 he wag wurried to Nancy H.
Cordon, who was & meumver of twollafayette county(ls oldest
and wost highly respected fawilies. She was born in the
village of Caunton, Trigg county, Kentucky, August 25, 1817.
She was a sister of Dr. Williswm A. and Linn B. Gordon and
a daughter or George H. Gordon, who emigrated to this county
with his family is the suntuwmn of 1832. Mr. Gordon was an
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honored citizen of the county and was for some years its
surveyor and laid out our town of Lex;ngﬁon.
. He died in 1847 leavinyg his wife and eight children.

His wife was & sister of Hon. Linn Boyd of Kentucky, who
served soume 13 years in Congress. Four years of which time
he vas speaker or tue nouse and his picture hangs today in
the Hall of Fuwe in Weshington, D. C.

drs. Gordon died in 1&58 in this houe of Thomas Shel-
by tnd in Lhe some roGm in wnich her dinphter bresthed hor
last elgnteen yearw luter vn Aprid z1, le76.

Thowas and Nancy Shelby were tne purents of twelve chil-
dren eight of whow survived her._ And it was a great loss
to tais faumily when she wes thken, for she was a loving
and devoted wife znd wmothner. Her health had been failing for
nearly a year and when zn attack of pneusonia adwonishsd her
physician that she had not long to live, she said she was
ready ana not afraid to die. Her greatest anxiety was to
talk with her childreanand to advise thew to walk in the right

path.

L —— e e L

The large asseunblage of wourning friends around her grave
attest the sympatny which tney ifelt for tanis bereaved fam-
ily @and the loss of this beautiful character from the comm-
unity.
. Her remains were buried in the fawily burying ground
which is located on what is known as the Barnett farw.later
¥r. Shelby moved her remains to his feuwily lot at Machpelah
cenetery at Lexington, where he was buried June 27, 1907/
This beautiful old home stands as a monument to the wem-
ory of these two very fine people. It was build by Mr. |
Shelby during 1855. The bricks that were used were wolded
frow the clay on tanis Tarm. The o0ld brick kiln site east
©f the house and the lOCuthh oI it can be found by a sunken
place in the ground.
The framework, rafters, joists and shecting are mede
of nutive lumber. Thne walls and partitions are solid brick. i

The window -aprons above and below are uade of iron, wnd the 1%

stalr bannisters and doors are nand-made of walnut.

U There are 13 roows in the house and at the tiume the
house was built tne three baseuent roows were usec for din-
ing roowm, kitchen and store room for food. For tne later
generations it has only been used as a basement.

Over the door in the front east room downstairs we
finc the hooks which held the o0ld fawiliar shot gun, always
in readiness and at the end of the mantel is the smme hook
on which Nancy's or Grandwa Shelby's knitting bag slways hung.

There nave been few changes made in the house, but
some of the old familiar things as thne well with its:. old
oaken bucket that stood in front of the East side gate, the
brick carraige house, and the slave cabin have been torn

down as the years have passed. One of the memories that are
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dear to some of those thet are left was the slave cabin

just east of the house used as a school. Mr. Shelby, his
gson-in-law Evan Young and his brother-in-law, Linn Gordon,
had a private school for their children. Miss Lutie Epps
who was considered very fine in her work, was the teacher.

The closing of the school always was a big event, The
children would put on a tableau and tais would be held in
the howme, having the ezst ToOu. for their dressing room, The
stage was built against the east wall of the middle room und
the usual large folding doors, folding back three tiues
between this and the west roowm wade a Vvery beautiful audi-
torium and large crowds gathered for tuis occgsion.

%r. Snelvy devoted wuch of his tiwe tO stock raising
and one of the familiar scenes on his fark were herds of
sheep, at one tiwme he purchased 1500 head of sheep, a shep-
herd dog, mamwed Prince and a ware nzued Belle all from a
msn in Kentugky. When he went out awong the sheen he would
alwsys ride Belle, but more often he sat on the front porch
and watched as he had a servant open the gate znd tell Prince
to bring in the sheep. Prirce would go and round them up,
sometiwe:s overlooking a few. When he cawe 1in his master
would say, "Prince, go back, you have left some.® OIf he
would scauper and arcund ana uround the pasture you could
see him go until he found every one and brought them in with
that proud and satisfied look omn his face, as much as 1O
say,"Master Shelby couldn't herd these sheep withour me".

Another fewiliar signt was = nerd of butfalo ana soue
of :r. Shelby's neices todey will tell you now afraild tneu
were of thece buifalo as they cawe through the pasture OVer
to school. -

In tiwe this 1000 acres was wade 1nto swaller farws end
in 188% Lr. Snelby woveu to Lexington to live &anu lert to
the cwre of others his nuouwe.

It stayed in the Snelby nawue until 1817-

Then in 1920, Minitree Hcradin end nis wife, Nannie Young
McFadin, bought tne fams. Mrs. lcFadin wes a granddaughter
of Thomas and Nancy Snelby. S8he was porn in this house on
May 31, 1881, while heyr Iather was away in the war and on
November 29, 1930, she passed away 1in the same rToom in which
ghe was born.

, 30 we have had sadness and grief in this dear old

howe but it is the joy and happiness that gtand out in the
wewories of the years gone by. Wh.le all of Thomas and Nan-
cy Snelby's children have been called to join their loved
ones in the beautiful beyond, the generations that are left
czn always recall many happy times they have spent there.

In October, 1935, Uinitree C. McFadin gold this farm
to B. T. Torrens of Kansas City, Missouri, wno is vice pres-
ident of the Kansas City Life Insurance Company. With the
substantial foundation built years ago, the tune of the saw

and hammer, the skill of the paper hanger and the stroke of

the paint brush and the love for besuty, Mr. and Krg. Torrens



are restoring this lovely old home to its original beauty
ag a monuuenl to the very fine old Shelby name and a houe
that we are proud to hzve in our cowmmunity.

—-Frances lcFadin Horeland

TO AN OLD FARMHOUSE

I 1like old houses that are weather-stained,

Whose doorsteps sag beneath their weight of years,
0l1d walls that echo back with softened tone

The laughter that we knew, the sound of years.

01d wooden beds that glow with luster diu,

0ld rooms where birth and death have often trod,
01d stairways echoing back the tired feet,

Like rain that beats against the quiet sod.

0ld treasured quilts with tiny stitches umade,
Bits of gay dresses that ourynothers had,

01d pictures in an album gray and dim,

A little blue-eyed boy that once was dad.

01d roopy kitchens steeped in fragrant food,
The shiny stove, its welcome gracious cheer
0l1d celkrs made of stone with c¢rib and bin,
Storing with pride the harvest of the year.

0ld parlors hushed and clean, stiff chairs arrayed
In stately rows beside the shining wall,

A feather wreath, a gaudy, painted fan,

The stilted splendor of a Chinese doll.

0l1ld homes that breathe of peace and quiet hours,
That we in happy dreams may see agaln,

And taste the perfume of her glowing flowers,
Dim as forget-me-nots in the swmer rain.
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THE WARREN HOUSE, Z£-/iVUY'' *

This old house, although a farm house, is with the
city limite of Dover winile the farum stretched away to the
north anda west, according to tne records.The strip of
land upon which the house is located was entered by Sol-
omon Cox in 1819. It passed by will in 1851 to John Cox
and was transferred in 1852 to Joseph and Elizabeth Hamp-
ton. It was sold to James Dinwiddie in 1854 and sold b
him to 0. H. P, Banks in 1856. It is abaut this time thet
the story of our house begins, for it is an. accepted tra-
dition that the house was built by a Yr. Banks and trnat the
Banks family lived in it until 1868 when it was sold to
George Warren whose name the house has borne since.

It is known that O. H. P. Banks was unmarried. Whether
he or his brother Sam built the house is und€rtain but un-
doubtedly it was Saw Banks who with his fawily lived in it.
It probebly was built in 1858. Henry Btewart has told sev-
eral Dover citizens that he himself bumned the brick used
in this house when he was a slave abuat seventeen years old.

The house is of colonial arcultecture. It is large,
being 56 feet across the front. It has a center hall 18
feet wide. In fact all the rooms have one dimension of 18
feet. The parlor off.the hall had in the ceiling a center-
piece of fancy plaster leaves. Unfortunately they. were
broken and had to be taken out.

Opposite the front door is the dining room with its
big fireplace and cupboards from floor to ceiling. =

There are four firepluces. There is no mill work in °



the house--all the wood work, including the mantels statr-
way and doors, are handmade and all are of black walnut.

The fine front porch has disappeared so that now the
house presents a rather bleak appearance and you feel in-
stinctively that if there isn't somewhere a mystery story
connected with the place, there ought to be. 'And here we
have one and this seems to be the plame to tell it. It
geems that a slave, a nurse girl, was found to have poisoned
her two charges.  We are not told why. At any rate the poor
thing was hung on a tree out by the Dover Cemetery, That
is the tale and the tree, of course, is still standing.

After the house passed into the possession of Col.
Warren it became an active part of the life of the towm.
Here was wade the first Jefferson Davis pie, the story of
which was told some years hgo by Douglas Meng in the Kansas
City Journal by=Douglas—Meng,

It seems that a number of ladies were having luncheon
at the Warren home when they were served this delecable
desert. When asked the name.of this delicious pie, Aunt
Julie Ann, the cook, said, "Oh, just call it Jefrerson Davis
pie!* Of course the receipt was obtained forthwith and
passed about and so originated.the popular Jeff Davis pie.

Something like forty years ago the house and farm
passed frouw Col. Warren in the phssession of J. Q. Platt-
enberg since which tiwe it has been occupied by tenants.

It is hoped that scwe tiwe it may Le restored to its

former dignity and beauty.

Luella Plattenberg
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EHLEBRACHT FARL!

mil 8 east of Lexingtcn

The Rex farw is situated eignt
Santa re Trsil, be-

and one and one hall miles south of t.e

tween Campbell ana Fitchett lanes.
The land was entered in 1838 by James Campbell and was sola

to George Rex in 187G. Mr. Rex built the house that is there
now in the swme year.

The rock used for tue house cawe frowm an old rock quarry
on Taubo near the wouth of Little Tabo. Mr. Rex cut, sawed and
planed all the luwber used. It is all hard wood--wostly wal-
nut. All inside woo.d is wolnut beautifully Tinidhed. The housec
now stands just as it wes.built. The rloors and (100Ts are i3
80lid as wheu new. The house when fTinished cost $17.850. That
was for nails, locks and h.nges.

Ur. Rex was killea accidentdlly in, I think, 1875. (A t
téam ran orf and he wes caught between the wapon ana thne tree.)
His fiwily lived on the farm for uuite a while. Then the
farw went into the hanas of Mr. Rex's son, Calvin ii. Rex.

In 1910 Mr. August Ehlebrecht bought the farm Iro.; Calbin
F. Rex. In 1912 Mr. =nlebrzcut LOugutl Tue clghty acres nortu
of his house rrcu Dr. Clzude Joarnson. Taat Elgnty vas entered
in 1835 uy Solowon vox.

The T'arw hus been wuch improved since Mr. Ebhlebracht has
lived thiere. ‘lLe house has not been changed excevt that the
porch on the west, has been wude into a radio room anu the
porcin on the esst part has becn wmude into a bati Iowm. It is
the only old house in the nei;uborhood that has all wmcdern
improveuents.

The looks oI the farw are wuch lwproved.' New barns, new
outbuildings or all kinds have bees sdaed. A& one of Mr. Ehle-
bracat's sons said 1o we, "Eazch ti.e I come Home the place
looks prettierv, -

A sense of sure hospitality leads me through the shedy lawn
to this "House by tne dide of the Road"v.

——Caltha Cauipbell



CA BARNETT HOUE

In 1836, a widow named Mre Elizabeth Dinwiddie Bar-
nett, with six children, came to Lafayette Co. Missouri,
from Kentucky. Bhe entered a section of land in Sec. 10,
Township 50, Range 26. The land was then cleared, only :
about five acres having been in cultivation at the time
the land was entered. The clearing and later cultivation
was done with the help of Camillus, the fifteen year old
boy. However between time, Camillus etill found time to
attend winter school, and so receive some education.

At the age of twenty-one Camillus started out alone
as a farmer, and in a few years had one of the best farms
in this section of the country. In 1843 Camillus married
Marthe Young, the daughter of an ex-govenor of Missouri,
James Young. Of this marriage twelve children were born
of which, nine grew to maturity.

The present house was built in 1870 and 1880 and is
of frame construction. At the time the house was built,
Camillus in spite of the fact that most people werel cut-
ting down trees, had the foresight to plant some trees.

These trees were waples, and although they are not standing

now, they can be still remembered by some people.

The farm was not in the hands of the Barnett family
for a while, but in 1913 when Mrs P. V. Barnett obtained
the part on which the house stands, it returned to the

family. That same year (1913) some work was done and the

house was somewhat modernized.'. 5
' At the present time the renter of the land is J. A.

Johnston.

~-Woodson Barnett, jr.

Fl
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CLARA VISTA

The home with which this history is concerned has
stood for ninty years on a tract of land described as
part of the NW & SW {s Section 32, Township 5I, Range 26
at first a part of Cooper County.

In the distance to the north, the Missouri River may
be seen after the leaves have fallen from the trees. A
few yards in front wound a road, first an an Indian trail,
which was to become famous in 1849 as theYSanta Fe Traill
where traveled the covered wagons on the long tortuous
journey to California, in the feverish days of the gold
rush. Later it was the“Big Road¥ between the thriving
towns of Lexington and Dover. During the troublous. years
of the Civil War companies of Confederate and Union sol—
diers marched along it. Now it is a smooth stretch of con-
crete between Kansas City and Chicago.

4 quarter section of land wae entered by Christopher
Catron of Howard County, Yo., at the Federal Land Office
in Franklin, Missouri, on the first day of April, 1819,
and a second quarter section on day 18 of that year.,

The General Land Office at Washington issued him a
patent certificate, dated October 2, 1820, worded as fol-
lows:

“Know ye that Christopher Catron-—~--——having deposit-
ed in the General Land Office a certificate of the Land
Office at Franklin, in ¥issouri, whereby it appears that
full payment has been made for the SW& of Sec32 in fract-
lonal Township 51 of Range 26 containing 160 acres of the
lands direoted: to-be'.sald.at:Franklin.by the Acts of Cong-
ress, providing for the sale of the lands of the United

States, in Uissouri.
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There is granted by the United States, unto the said
Christopher Catron the quarter, lot or section of land
above described. ;

Habendum unto Christopher Catron his assigns forever.

In .Testimony Whereof, I have caused these letters
to be wmade Patent and the Beal of the General Land Office
to be hereunto affixed. .

By the President, James Uonroe.®

An identical patent was granted for the northwest
section. The purchase price was a dollar and a quarter
per acre. .

' - A year and six wonths had elapsed since Christopher
Catron applied for the land and Chréstopher Catron was
dead. The transaction of business was lengthy in those
days of slow transportation.

He died sometime prior to September 29, 1819 on which
date letters of aduinistration were granted to Famey Cat-
ron and Jacob in the circuit court room in Cooper Co., Mo.
He left five minor childrém, Minitree, Stephen, John, El-
izabeth and Christopher. They dwelt with the widow in a
log houee on their nearby acquired land.

On July 29, 1829, the lands were equally divided awm-
ong the five children, who were still minors, their guard-
ians James Fletcher and John Robinson. The land was new
in Lafayette County and five wen, John Stopp, Thomas Swift,
Abel Owen, William Horn and William Robinson were appointed
by the Circuit Court of that County to wake the partition.
They had completed the division by November 24, 1829, and
no exception was made to it by anyone.

Young Christopher Catron received 93.51 acres in the
northwest quarter and 36.02 acres in the southwest quarter
together with other land.

His first howe was a log cabin across the road and
t0 the west 0f the 'site of the. later houwe,. no trace is
left of it. By October 1846 he had built a two-story brick
structurd, pretentious for that time and still standing
and occupied.

Christopher Catron was of a mechanical bent and
‘burnt the brick for his house and laid it himself. Traces
of the brick kiln a few yards from the house may still be
seen. He also aided his brothers Stephen and Minitree,
in building similar homes for themselves, Stephens to
the west, Minitree's to the east, both of them within
view from his own house. Both of these houses are still
in good condition and occupied.

Christopher Catron had to fashion many of the tools
used in building his house himself. He was very proficlent
in this way:. and many of his neighbors and even people from
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a considerable distance came to have him make things for
them. The shingles for his house were hand split, the .
floor joists hand hewn. The ceiling rafters in the ell
rooms were small tree trunks cut from the forest and not-!
ched with a wedge.inserted to keep thnem from sagging. In
the front rooms the ceiling rafters were hand hewn tim- ;
bers. The lath was hand split hickory. Builders of the ..
early day had to use what was at hand.

T he interior trim and doors were of white pine,
which was a luxury because it had to be shipped from St.
Louis. Walnut was not then considered so fine in as much
as it was to be had in great abundance in the forest. The:
doors in the front part of the house are of an especially
dignified and beautiful design. They are, of course, hand
made, and are put together, not with nails, but with wood-
en pegs. It is believed that Christopher Catron made the
dodrs himself.

Each of the three houses which Christopher Catron
built exhibits fine mass and proportion. For his own house
he used the prevailing place plan of a broad front join-
ed by an ell at the back. Each of the front rooms downs.
stairs had a stairway to the room above, an arrangement
changed by a subsequent owner of the place. The boys of
the family had one of the rooms upstairs, the girls the
other. The parents slept in the room downstairs directly
beneath the daughter's bedroom, so that they could neither
enter nor leave their room without their parent's know-
ledge, unless they were mercifully sound sleepers. Mrs.
Carrie Fe¥vel, a daughter of Christopher Catron, when an
old lady recalling her early days, said,"You see how dau-
ghters were safeguarded in those days.®

In the kitchen of Christopher Catron's new home from
the day he moved into it, was a cookstove instead of the
usual fireplace. People caue from miles around to view a
and admire this startling innovation. The owners regarded
it with distrust and were fearful for soume time that it
uight explode. The remaining rooms were heated by firer
places, one to each roowm.

Christopher Catron was a very progressive man and
~later purchased the first sewing machihe in Lafayette Co.
This sewing machine was an exceedingly interesting thing
and on it a daughter, Elizabeth, later Mrs. Metcalfe,
while a young girl, quilted a beautiful silk quilt, in-
trically,pieced by hand, the pileces unbelievably swall.
This quilt took a prize o the fair and is still remark-
ably preserved.

Once a year Christopher Catron made a trip to St.
Louig, driving stock there overland, and bfinging back
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cloth by the bolt for garments for his wife:and five dau-
ghters. \ _

Of the furnighings of the home little is known ex—

cept that there were"Piper® chairs, which were famous in

this locality, made by a chair-meker named Piper, who

plied his trade up and down the Missouri River. Piper chairs

were a work of art. There was.a large one for Christopher

who was a wan of wore than average size and a small one

for Nancy, his wife, who was a tiny woman.

A daughter of the family, Mrs. Elizabeth Metcalf,
born in 1844, is still living. She said to the writer,

"A great wany Indians used to pass by on their ponies ga=x
ing west when I was & child. Sometimes it would take two
or three hours for them to pass. The schoolhouge was a-
bout a quarter of a mile away and I used to be afraid to
g0 to school and would wait until the Indiand had passed.
Sometimes one of Uncle Stephen's boys would come down and
g0 with me to school when the Indians were going by.#

"Mother said the Indians admired me a great deal as
a baby. T he squaws were always wanting to hold me, but
mother was afraid for them to, and would never let them. ¥

Two babies who were born here a boy in 1849, and a
girl in 1850, died in infancy and were buried in the
Catron cemetery on the land of Minitree Catron.

Christopher Catron felt the need of more land and
in 1854 he sold hie place to Williaw Duvall and Milton
F. Price and moved to the vicinity of Waverly. He re-
ceived for'$9750. :

Cosly Price purchased it from William Duvell; his
brother-in-law, and Milton.Price,.his:brother,: on: the very
sameday, July 25, and for the same amount.

Coely Price died in March 1860, and in his will or- |
dered that the land be so0ld in order that his property: |
ight be divided equally among his widow and six cildren. )
Accordingly, the land was sold, March4, 1861, by the ex- !
ecutors of the estate, Williaw Duvall and Milton Price. !
It was bought py William D. McCord, who gave it as a wedd- i
ing gift to his daughter Martha, on the occassion of her i
marriage to John E. Robinson in 1875.

_ The Robinsons s0ld it in June 1881, to Joseph B. i

Shelby, Jr., a member of the famous Missouri family of |
that name, who in turn sold it in December 1891, to ;
Thaddeus W. Slusher. The Slushers dwelt there twenty- !
six years. _

In the meantime the beautiful simplicity of the
early home was departed from and the house suffered from
the addition of those excrescences and gewgaws 80 pre- !
valent and s0 admired in the Victorian age. . !

Thaddeus Slusher died in 1915, and in the ers of |



reckless land speculation whica followed during the World
War, Urs. Slusher and her son Leroy sold the place.

The purchaser was Dr. U, H. Frey of Higginsville, who
as a small boy many years before had come by river boat from
Warren county with his parents and landed at Berlin. He now

Tesldes with his fawily on the faum,

--Edna, PréyrFrulbright




UEAD ACRES

HISTORY OF AN OLD HGUSE AND A GRAND OLD MAN

As human beings are wore interesting than real es-
tate, I will write a biographical sketch of wy great uncle,
William Stith Uead, who bought this place and built tue
house.

Uncle Will was the fifth-son of a family of eight.

His father, a wealtny southern planter of Lynchburg, Virg-
inia, owned, it was said, wore tuzn a hundrea slaves before
receiving the o0all to preach. Already highly educated, he
devoted several years to the study of theology and was or-
dained a Methodist minister Novewber 29, 1794. Feeling that
skavery was not in accord with the Gospel he was preaching
he freed all his slaves except one for each meuber of the
family, '

He educated for the winistry a bright young negro he
had freed. This boy he tock with hiwm as he rode on horsge-
back over his circuit which extended frow Kentucky throught
Virginia, North and South Carolina. It was scid that the
young negro got to be as fine a preacner as his one tinme
waster ana teaoher.

William Stith Mead, my great uncle, seeing the family
fortune given to the church, the slaves freed and the life
of comfort and ease as a Soutiern gentleman which so becawe
him vanishing grew somewhat bitter against the church. So,
at the age of twenty, taking his young slave Trod with him,
he turned his face westward, seeking to repair his fortune
in the new land. He landed in Berlin in 1846 and traveled .
from then on to Leadington. As his education was wore class-
ical than practical, he apprenticed himself for tuese years
to tue firm of Cheatham and Fleuwuwing Architects and Carpen-
ters.

His brother also c me to lissouri and entered land at



Arrow Rock, later moving to Slater. He took care of my uncles
young slave. Uncle, although affered ¢1500 did not huve

the heart to part with him, but no doubt later wished he

had done so for, when the wat betweem the atates broke out,
this slave ram off, joined tue Yankee army and was killed.

After tiaree years of appeenticeship with very little
pay, uy uncle's fortune was very smwall indeed and looked as
if it wodld rewain so. Rumor of the discovery of gold in
California reached Lexington about tnis time. Uncle had
saved enough to buy a smzll sule and saddle for $180, a gun
and ciuwping equipuwent, and to 'pay a covered wagon train for
permission to ride along with them to tne gold fields of
california. Leaving Westport early im 1850 for nis journey
whicn was to take niw wore than six wonths, he once wore
turned his tuce toward the almwost unknown WEsT.

Many an evening we children have been tarilled to the
marrow of our bones listening to his adventures of crossing
the plains, cliwbing wountains, and foraing swollen rivers;
of hurriedly placin, the wagons in circle forwation when war-
painted Indians czme too close or V-shaped formation when
a willion buffoloes stawpeedeu; of cowing upon a spring of
clear cold water after crossing thé desert to see the sign,
"pon't drink, water is poison® and a number of newly uade
graves 10 substantiate the sign; of being thrown many times
wnen a Trattler buszed close to his wule; of dividing the
last of the water in his canteen with his beloved mule and
of having him stolen tie first night in California.

A tale that always thrilled us was about one of tlhe bull
whackers who was so expert with his whip that he could pick
a big fly off one of the oxen without touching the ox. One
day the snukes were crossing tue trail in such great nuumbers
that this bull wnacker begen pooping snakes heads off with
his whip and keeping count until he had killed ninety nise.
As he passed through the hoard of woving snakes, he remarked
he was ® a wind" to turn back and get the hundredth snake.

The leader of the wagon truin was a Presbyterian preach-
er from Carroll county, nawed Mussett, a wonderful leader
whose ability and wisdom saved the trazin on geveral occ-
asions. Once while crossing the desert the entire train was
suffering for water, The oxen pulling the wagonsbecame 80
crazed wiht thirst that the leader cawe to Uncle Will and
told hiwm that he believed uncle's uule was the only animal
able to go on and bring back water. All the drinking water,
only a few cups full, was collected and given to tue mule.
Then wy uncle, wiih nis two five gullon canteens rode ahead
ten miles to a spring ana brought vacx enough water to wet
the wwollen tongues oi the oxen so that taey were abie to
‘g0 omn. i
After fourtcen years in the gold fields uncle returned

79



to Uissouri, making tne trip by stage in less than a wmonth,
to vigit his wotuer and sister who had recently moved to
Berlin. A year dater he returned to California, going by
boat to 8t. Louis, to New York C.ty by rail, by boat to Pan-
ama, acrogs the Isthwus, anu up tne west coast by boat to
San Francisco. )

"hile there he sent back $5000 to his brother's family
at Slaler and £5000 to his sirter at Berlin anu her hus-
band, Mr. Burnham, for the purcuhase of thies place and the
vuilding of the house. Three years later, when uncle returned
by way of Panama, he visited in Vi.ginia anu brought back
to Missouri tue younpest dauguter of his dister who had re-
cently died. On her, and later her three children, he lav-
ished all his love anu affectiond .

The north hulfiCof this 80 known as tne east half of
8 3T 80 R 26 was entered June 26, 1835 by Thomas Shelby,
the south half by “illizm Snelby on Hune 15, 1836 ®ho
later bougut Thomas Suelby's part anud in Decewver 1850 sold
it to Juage Robert A. Barnett, wmy wife's grandfather. To
meet a note he had endorsed for a friend, Ur. Barnett was
foraed to sell; July 26, 1866, this 80 and a 10 acre wood
lot two miles nOrthi not now included in the farm for the
swa of $3279.75 or $37.50 2n acre. At uncle's death the
place was left to his two great nephews, and great neice.
In 1918 I bougnt tuhe other heirs out for £200 per acre.
The house was built by Mr. A. C. Burnham in 1866-67. The
L was built first but the four roowms and hall were never added
a8 he had planned. The walnut tiwbers in the house were
piven to Mr. Burnhaw by his friend ana neignbor, Ur. Jack
Slucher.

Thougn Uncle Will never warried he always had quite a
femily--his sister, lirs. Burnham, her husband, a boy they
reared, his brother, Frzncis Asivury lead, his niece Fanny
Taylor Fltchett, her husband, and their tnree cnildren.

Uncle Will left us sowe Blakey spoons which were his
grandmother's-~hic wother was born in 1788, so tihese 8pouns
are quite old; also somc Warwicx teaspoons which were his
greut grandwother's, -s0 nuct ve very cld.

A few books are all tuat is left of wy great-grandfather's
large library. Muny or thew were burned when the Federals
gacked and burned Richwond, Virginia during the war. These
pooks have an interesting nawe plate which reads:—-

This book
belongs to
Stith Uead
near Lynchburyg, Va.

If thou art borrowed by a friend,
Right welcowe shall he be
To read, to study, not to lend
But to return to me.




Not that imparted knowledge doth,
Diminish learnings store;

But books, I fiad, if often lent,
Return to umwe no mcre.

Read slowly, pause frequently

Think seriously, return duly, with the

cornerg of the leaves- not turned down.
-=Frank Fitchett

INSCRIPTION FOR A FRIELD'S

HOUSE

The cornerstone in Truth is laid,

The guardian walls of Honour wade,

The roof of Faith is built above,

The fire upon the hearth is Love:

Though rains descend and loud winds call,
This happy ncuse shall never fall.

g
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ANDERSON'S HOUSE

Lexington's Museum inithe the historical Anderson
house overlooking the Missouri River and used as a
hospital for soldiers during the war.

On the following page is a copy of a map of 8lusher
neighborhood sent by Mr. A. C. Burnham, to Mr. Mead in
California in 1865 to describe the land Mr. Burnham was
purchasing for Mr. Mead.

\
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EDGEWOOQD

Two  and one-half wiles east of beautiful and historic
0ld Lexington on the old Santa Fe Trgil now Highway 24, is
the twenty-six and half acre home of Mr. and Hrs. H. G.
Wahl. Situated in Section 35, Township 51 and Range 27.

This land was entered from the government in the
year 1830, by Young E wing and was owned by the family
until 1845 The next owners were Stephen G. Wentworth and
Lewis N. Smallwood, they selling to Edwin H. Carter, a
name that -is familiar to most of us. He owned it during
the Civil War frouw 1860 to 1866. Fromthat time to 1901,
it ghanged owners several times.Fritz Bruening bought 1t
in 1906 frow the Suumers family.

Ihave been told there was a large house southeast
of the present one, that burned. A small two room house
replaced it and stood until 1922. The present house was
built by Mr. Bruening in 1907. It has seven roous, is
very comfortable and homelike, and in wost ways very con-
venient.

In 1916 it was sold to Maude S. Caldwell, and in
1922 was bought by H. G. Wahl and wife. After our owner-
ship, we built a barn, poultry house and two brooder
houses. Many other small improvements have been made.

Just west of the home stand a group of forest trees,
statély old oaks and elums, and known as Edgewood Grove.
They have sheltered many weary travelers; In years past.
Fhey were, very beautiful but the dry summers of the last
few years have killed muny of them.
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BERLIN

'ME cannot see the river frow our lLouse un.ess it is very
high and then ofly a silver streak of it in the opening tiarough
the hills and trees as we look toward Northrup where the swoke
frow freight trains warks the path of the "River Route". But
we are conscious of tie river just over the bluffs 1lu itls ever
poweriul, silent flow to the Mississippe, tne Gulf and the Sea.
It is one of our favorite walks in eurly spEing to follow tie
old rocd nortii frow Garrs School pasti tiie brick house where
Robert Rasa lives~-the house that is on tuc plat as purt of the
town of Berlin laid out is 1854, a town whose growth never
recched tue scale to wiich it was planned. For t.is house 1is
at lesst half a wile frow out old Berlin. Socu the road de-
Lbovobe bouches into a deep ravine which we can gcarcely follow an

foot. DBut this' old road was the jateway to the outsiae world
during the yeals when Berlin was a pustling little village.
3 How long this iz been a boat lanaing wnen in 1854 it was
platted on 8 24 T 51 R 26, by Gratz and Shelby no one seeuws
to know. Before 1817 keel bdats had pa:sed, perhaps landed
here. In the spring of 1819 the first steawboat, followed by
“nine keel boats made its way past going up tne river. The
Western Engineel made regulur trips au ezrly as lu26. They say
it was called Seabrook's landing in earlier diys.

We stand at the end of the old road overgrown now with
pbriars und-nettles and try to reconstruct the scenes of almost
a hundred years ago. They say the reilroad vassea direcctly over
the spot where atood a large warehouse. NO stome remains to
mark the spot. Beyond it lay tue wharf, loaded witih hemp and
ropes, apples and cordwood to be picxed up by the next voat
going east. Frow the warehouse esstward ran the ropewalk, for
wanufzcturing the heuwp anto rope wes a profitable businesw.
Farther aown the river was a distillery built over a large
spring wihose co0l watels s€-Ved 10 condense the alcochol. HEt
was later washeu ewny vy & spring Iresnet, it 1is sald. There
Wwere a Ha ckswiln sop &nd 2 general stores in the business dis-
triet. In tne general stores were so0ld at first perhaps the
tew necessities of plon.er duys, Iirearus, powder, lewd, iron,
dry goods, latéer uolre anu uwore the necessit.es of tne ezst be-
came tne luxuries of the new west, ana finally ine luxuries be-
cule nece.sities in tuc new clvilization.

In tie back of the General Stocre there stood, as a pledce
of good feilowship, a bLarrel of whisky. The tin cup wes
chained to tie barrel but tue conteunts were tie expression o1
the storekeeper's hospitality to his custouers.

Living ana working nerve in Berlin was a Mr. Piper whose
chairs of hickory witn woven split bottom are now a treasured
pessession in those homes that are fortunate enough to-poss-
ess tnew. The hickory iun Piper chairs was well sewsoned, and
put togetner with great skill ana care. They can be identi-
Tied by their slender back posts and legs ana the tnin slats pf
the ladder back. These chairs which have been in use between
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sixty and a Aandred years are still lignt ana strong. Some

of them have recently been rescated under the tnstruction of

the home demonstration agents. A chair waker by the nzueé of
Tiltion followed Piper. But to this duy Piper is the name that
signifies an excellent plece of work. The residence district
never grew to include To*s of houses on Mulberry &nd Bluff streets.
A brick house auwong the cedars ana wild pluws belonged to G neral
Shelby. The piles of old brick anda a caved in cistern may

still be seen. Further up the hill, he built a frzme house of
thirteen roows On the spot where dohn Rasa's house stands.

This house later was deslroyed by fire.

Frow before the waT until 1877 the school house was at
Berlin. In 187§ there was ti1k of woving it out to Lover Road--
for by this tiwe the businecs of Berlin was declining. True,2a
brick kiln had veen added to its activities, but hemp growing
was no longer profitable and river traffic was being supplanted
by the railroads. But a controversy arose Letween the resi-
dents of Berlin and those on the %big road®. Neither faction
wéuld yield so for one yearm there was only a subsgrciption
school on Dover road. The next year the school house was moved
to a corner of the Garr farm where it still gtands, receiving,
sheltering, training country boys and girls, grand neices and
nephews, grand daughters and 3ulis of people wno made thelr way
down the bluff to go to school in Berlimn.

There is always sowetalng intriguing: about the spot. AS
we make our way back up tne bluff we turn to look once wmoIE€ half
<xpecting 10 see that cluster of simple houwes, the wharf loaded
witn bzlés of heup, to Leéar tLe steunboat wnistle as 1T rounds
the bend at Dover. But we look down on wwaying tops of elm
and linden anu cottonwood zna neer only the chatter of a squir-
rel as ne scolas us for trespassing om nis nreserves. sNothing
is changeless LUt change" wmurwurs sowélne, and we turn again
-nd thke river is lost us the bluff hides it frow view.

—--Alice Engel Slusher
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TROPHIES

Silver pitcher engraved;

To
Thomas Campbell
from
Joseph Shelby and Co.
For the best crop of hemp,
delivered at Berlin '
1858

.

Silver cup given Thomas
Cawmpbell when a swall boy
for pest saddle horse

Medal won by Thouas Caup-
bell at World's Fair for
best cob pipe corn

0ld conch shell

At
B
U

T MM ey L

THOMAS CAMPBELL
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GRACELAND PARK

Uy grandfather, James Caupbell fought in the War of
1812, Cawe to Missouri in 1820 from Alabama. He married
Anne Jennings on a farm just east of Tabo Creek, 3 mile
south of the Santa Fe Trail. They rode horsesyto Huntsville,
Alabama. The bride carried her clothes in a carpet bag
on her saddle. My grandfather afterwards owned the land on
which they were married. In 1836 they came back to Missouri
with their six children. They came in style. Their carraige
was upholstered in tan cloth with glass doors and windows
and little silk curtains at the windows, carpeted steps
that woula fold up and let down when one would wish to enter
the carraige. Grandfatier was sowething of an old sport.

He would go many wiles to a horse race and had sowe pretty
good horses himself. I have a silver cup. my:father won.on
a horse my grandfather. give him. O0ld Mr. Manvel Buford was
the judge. Grandfather also won a twenty dollar silver
medal for the best wheat shipped to St. Louis. I do not
know what year.

Grandfather entered the home place in 1836 a mile and
one half south of the Santa Fe Truil ana west of Tabo Creek
on what is known as the Campbell Lane. Grandfather bought
the road from the farm out to the trail from Mr. David PRR1-
fger. The deed was not made then. UTr. Phflfger was going
to Virginia for a visit. He died there and there never was
a deed. But it wade no dirference--the famwily knew that
grandfather had paid for it as they were neighbors and friends.
Years later father and Mr. Frank Thornton opened the road
fromr the trail to the soutn road,

The old house was just north from the one which is there
now. I do not know the yvear in which the new hoyse was built.
It was built many years before the war. I do not know that
all the rock used came fruu a rock quarry grandfather owned
on Tabo near the mouth of Little Tabo.

Grandamother and wy aunt were baptized in Tabo when the
ice was a foot thick. Grandfather and my father and his
brothers were also baptized in Tabo by a Christian uinister.
And here out of respect for grand old wen of gzandfather's
and wy father's days, their names should be mentioned: Dr.
Flavel Vivian and Dr. Swumuel Keng were friends and physicians
of grandfather. And then old Dr. W. C. Webb who was father's
physician and one of the grandest and most beloved uwen I knew.
411 tne ministers that preached in the Dover church were ene
tertained in this old howme. ur. Gains, Rev. J. W. McGarmey,
Rev. Uoses E. Lawd, Dr. T. P. Haley, Rev. Fred Lose, RevV.
George Plattenberg and many other grand old preachers. And
my father was always delighted when Charley Plattenberg made
him a visit. Zon f) thy R
: There was a rail fence in front .of the house. Grand-

mother had a boy uake a hole in the ground in the corners
of the fence at which time she planted welnuts. They grew
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to trees and were nearly a hundred years old. We felt it
was almost a crime to cut them down as they had shared all
our joys and sorrows-—-a purt of the femily.

The negro cabins were north and a little east of the
house. Uncle Wes ldason, colored, was stolen frou one of
these cabins during the war by-ine James boys. He went
all through the war with theu. After the war he came home
and lived with father for wany yéaIs. The Caupbell children
were raised on Uncle Wes's gtories, of ,as he said, tthe
Jeems boys*® and Cole Younger. One of Uncle Wes's stories
was that they stayed & week-in a school house in Arkansas
and they wrote on the blackboazd, "This school is taught by
Wes liason, Jesslie James and Cole Younger.

The last of the cabins burned in 1926 and there 1is
only one of the old servants living, Hi Woodson, who lives
on 17th-'street in Lexingtom. Grandfataer gave him tO uy
oldest brother, Robert, to play with hiu.

\ly father, ‘hcuwas B. Caupbell, graduated in the first
graduating class in the University of lMisscu¥g, in 1851.
In 1858 ha ran the farw for grandfather, and Gemeral Joseph
Shelby gave him arsileer pitcher for thne best ueéup delivered
to Berlin, a shippin; poiant on the Missouri river east of
Tabo Dreek. Uu father and mother, who was Sally Hix, bought
the horth part of the home place, now ownea .Y the Tewple
Estate,from grandfather some time before the war. AIter
the war grandfatner moved to Dover and father bougut tné home
place and moved tnere. The farm then was 635 acres.

At one time father owned one of tie three finest red
shorthorn herds wesgt of the Migsicsippi river. After the
cattle he owned a nuwber of Iime norses. The race track was
in the flat between thc two farms. OUne horse, B7llie Bol-
ton, had a record of 3-2g-

In 1904 father won awnedal at the Warld's rFair in St.
Louis for the best cob pipe cormn. I have a pipe uwzde from
the cobs of taat corn and the uedal.

The fropnt lawn was fenced in for a little park for deer/
there were five of tnew. There were all kinds of pets a t
one tiwme or another. City guests would sometiwme be wakeneed
in the night, thinking that someone was being wurdered, and
would be told to go back to slecp as it was only tie pea-
COCKS. , »

The old home was known for its fine cattle, good horses
and for its hospitality. .

There were no keys to the doors that I ever saw. The
back dour was held open by the 0ld shell grandfabher beought
from Alabama. They used to blow for the wen to cowe fIrom th
field witn it. I have the shell.

There never was a better cook than our Green. My
mother raised him and taught him bow to cook. Although he
was Llack Be had the manners and instinct of a gentleman.

(195862
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He always knew his place and was loved and respected by the
family and friends. He welcomed all guests and gave tuaeu
the best we had. He looked like McKinley but differed in
politics. Green was one o the family group and buried én
the fawily lot. Tnere were only two Cawpbells born of the
®ld farm, wy brother's oldest daughter and wyself. The old
home is now owned by Henry Teumple. Yhe two cedars nearly
100 years old #tand like sentinels on each side of the walk.
The old.red:«honeysuckle. given.my wother by Mr. Zan tBarnett
70 years ago still bloows at tne end of the south porch. The
old well, located by water witch and dug way before the war
igs there and the old Oaken-bucket truly hangs in that well,
Dear to my heart are.tne scenes of wy childhood and all the
years of my life I feel that I have poorly pictured the be-
loved old howe und the kindly grand eld man, my fabher sit-
ting on the vine covered powch talking to guests who might
come. There was always an extra place on the tcble for who
ever might cowe. T

The little girls playing on the lawn, the colored help
laughing and tzlking in the back yard as in the days gone
by. The grand and golden sunset through the old walnut
trees, all of us waiting to hear Green call ®Come to supper.”
Our day's work was finished.

¥0ft in the stilly night
Ere sluwber's chains have bound wme
Fond mewory brings the light
0f other days around ue

Like one who treads alone
Some banquet. hall deserted,
Whose lights are fled, :
Whose garlands dead, g
And all but he departed.” !

Caltha Cawpbell

T P A -

Graceland Park i e

Hi Woodson, still liviag, 3
the last of the Caupbell ser”



THE UEYER HOME
MV

The Rev. John C; Meyer bought tinis farm in 1888 frouw
Mrs. James Kelly. The fama was previously owned by the
McCord, Kurtley and Ware families. The land was entered
by Christopher Catron in 181S. His son, Stephen Catron
built the house, and made his houe there for wmany years.
He burned the brick ofi the farm. The kiln was on the ex-
treme south boundary of the place. Negro slaves made the
bricks on the farm. A log blacksmith suop was oullt about
the same tiwe, spproximately, where the old log corn
crib was across the road from the house.

_ There were slauve quarters built behind the house.
These houses had been torn down when tne Heyer fawily caue
there, but evidence of them still existed.

The hou.e itself had two rather interesting features.
Above the downstairs perlor was a large room used as a
dance hall. Yhere was &n outside stalrway to this dence
hall. The room had a fireplace, as all the rooms in the
house had. On each side cf the fireplace, extending to
the wall were two closets, very shallow, for the purpose
of hanging guests wraps. These closets were too shallow
1o be used as wodern clothes closets. They contained long
nalls or spikes for hanging coals.

The other Tauther interesting feature of the place was
a cellar directly in the center of the present dining roou.
Just what was the purpose of this eellar we cannot ascer-
tzin., The fact the door was in the center of the room,

that there were no windows for ventilation, and no shelves,

make it unlikely it was a fruit cellar. It has been thought
that perhaps it was used as a punishment for slaves, a wine
cellar, a place to hide valuables during the wam, or a
place to hide and assist runaway slaves. The trap door
would easily be concealed Ly a ruge.. .

On the land formerly owned by Richard Holus, (negro)
waB a negro school--also one on the land Pete Parker, (negro)
owned, north of Hicklin School. Pete Parker later lived

in the negro school house.

—-~Charline Meyer

b1



Wherefore, when we build, let us
think that we build forever; that a tiwme
is to come when these stones shall be
held dacred because our hands have touched
them; and that when men gaze upon the labor
and the wrougnt substance thereof, they
will say, "See, this our fathers® did for us!

——John Ruskin

72
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